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Ramadan starts today in Jordan 

„ AMMAN (Petra) — Muslims in Jordan and other 
Arab countries today observe the first day of the Holy 
Month of Ranadan, according to Islamic Chief Justice 
r.Izzeddine KhatibTamimi. Tamimi urged the public to 
give alms to the poor and the needy . The Royal Court 
announced thai it received cables of good wishes 
addressed to His Majesty King Hussein on the occa- 
sion of the Holy Month. The cables came from senior 
government officials. Cables also came from heads of 
Arab and Muslim states. Several Arab states 
announced that Ramadan starts today. They include 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain and 
Lebanon. 
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Lebanese civilian killed in 
Israeli bombardment 

TYRE (AFP) — A Lebanese civilian was killed 
overnight when Israeli artillery shelled a village north 
of the Israeli-occupied zone in southern Lebanon, 
Lebanese police said Friday. Mohsen Khalaf, 17. was 
killed by a shell which fell shortly before midnight on 
Shagra. a village three kilometres outside the “securi- 
ty zone." 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


ascent 

ubviay 

m 4kmgjaj : 

maybci* 

;ir the £ 

- offcrinj *. 
mtheFj^ 

rioui^j. 

■e pleaiaf 

she 

the Eiffd *o 

i-hed juj^ 
mure, dti 
•O-Tlfcjiar 

* revcalcdL 

josing 

aecotogsi 

. 

iT: nian va ; ■ 
Tussb 
Sit. 

rJ ifrob n 
er. hik (uc. 

r tE 
i.n-.'ti p-xifj 
sen. hr k< i 

i! ,"J» tljjlS- 

;0ir.'. ik z? 
w»’VA«tj 


.aFP--* 


r. 

- ... 

, m"- . 


.-'ll] 

W 1 : i 


Arab League 
postpones meeting 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League has postponed at 
. . Baghdad’s request an 
emergency meeting of its 
permanent delegates which 
-had been called for Sunday 
to discuss U.S.-Britisb air 
strikes on Iraq, a 
spokesman said. “Iraq 
requested that the meeting 
expected to take place Sun- 
day in Cairo be post- 
poned,” the spokesman told 
reporters here. There was 
no official explanation for 
. die delay but Arab diplo- 
mats in Cairo said Iraq may 
request another higher- 
: level meeting to be attend- 
ed by foreign ministers. 

Iraq pours scorn 
over Ramadan 
‘sensitivities’ 

. BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Friday poured scorn 
over British and U.S. state- 
ments of concern that their 
air strikes could run into 
the Muslim Holy Month of 
. Ramadan. “Their dirty 
. ■ aggression against the peo- 
1 pie of Iraq on the eve of 
' this Holy Month is a clear 
evidence that they are 
mean and corrupt... and 
■ show no respect,” an infor- 
mation ministry 

spokesman charged. “The 
government of the vice- 
seeking President (Bill] 

_ Clinton and his ally, the 
juvenile playboy [British 
Prime Minister] Tony Blair 
m London, have committed 
a' horrible criminal act,” he 
, T said. 

. Russian parliament 
appeals to Monica 

| MOSCOW lAP) — Russian 
legislators agreed Thursday 
tc consider a motion appeal- 
ing to Monica Lewinsky to 
bdp halt the American attack 
on Iraq. “The State Duma 
appeals to Ms. Lewinsky to 
undertake corresponding 
measures to restrain the emo- 
tions of Bill Clinton,” said 
the motion by nationalist 
lawmaker Alexander Filatov. 

: The motion was approved on 
a vote in the Duma, the lower 
chamber of parliamccL to be 
considered for inclusion in a 
header resolution denounc- 
ing the attack on Iraq. 

Iranian airport near 
Iraq dosed 

TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Abadan airport in south- 
western Iran near the Iraqi 
border has been closed 
because of the U.S .-British 
military strikes against 
-Iraq, Iranian state televi- i 
sipn said Friday. Domestic ' 
flights to and from Abadan 
were suspended for at least 
five days, the television i 
said. The airport is situated I 
near the border river of j 
Arvandrud, known to the i 
Arabs as the Shatt A1 Arab 
waterway, and is used 
mainly by small domestic 
airlines. 

Court acquits six 
Iraqi hijackers 

LONDON (AP) — Appeal 
•judges Thursday acquitted 
six Iraqi hijackers jailed for 
riaMnandeericg a 

Sudanese passenger jet 
^4 fake hand grenades, 

' saying the men acted out of 
fear of the Iraqi regime. 

- The men, , who comman- 
deered a Sudan Airways 
: Plane bound from Khar- 
toum to Jordan and forced 
4e pilot to fly to London, 
convicted in Novem- 
ber 1997 by English jurors 
yho nevertheless said they 
felt sony for them. The 
j*jdge at their trial. Sir 
Michael Wright, said he 
^^^epted that the Iraqis — 
e *Aes in Sudan — were 
tonified of Saddam. 


Saddam vows no compromise as raids resume 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein thundered 
defiance on Friday, saying 
Iraq would not back down in 
the face of a third night of air 
attacks and he called on Arabs 
to resist what he called the 
agents of Saian. 

"By God, we will not com- 
promise," Saddam said in a 
taped television address 
broadcast by the Qatar televi- 
sion station Al Jazirah shortly 
before Washington 

announced that another round 
of air attacks had begun. 

“We stand againsT the bar- 
baric way of those that have 
used our airspace to launch an 
aggression against our peo- 
ple," the Iraqi leader said. “A 
curse cm the agents of Satan.” 

Saddam added: “We will 
fear nothing but God and we 
will not kneel except to the 
(ace of God.” 


In his first televised speech 
since U.S.-led raids began on 
Wednesday night. Saddam 
praised his forces and called 
on Arabs to hir back at "crim- 
inals” attacking the country. 

Sirens sounded across 
Baghdad as U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen said 
in Washington that U.S. and 
British forces had launched 
another round of strikes. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz accused the 
Australian head of the U.N. 
arms inspectors, Richard But- 
ler, of collaborating in 
advance with Washington on 
a report that triggered the 
raids. 

“There was coordination by 
the U.S. government and But- 
ler about the content of the 
report and the timing of the 
report,” Aziz told a Baghdad 
news conference. 


He said Butler had with- 
drawn his inspectors before 
reporting to UK Secretary- 
General JKofi Annan. Aziz 
denounced the joint U.S.- 
British air strikes as a Zionist 
plot and a criminal violation 
of the United Nations charter. 

“This is not a military con- 
flicL This is a criminal aggres- 
sion by the U.S. and Britain,” 
he told a news conference. 

"It’s a criminal violation of 
the charter of tire United 
Nations.’’ 

Meanwhile the U.N. coor- 
dinator in Baghdad said he 
was told on Friday that an 
Iraqi oil facility in the demili- 
tarised zone with Kuwait was 
damaged and burning during 
the air attacks. 

“What apparently hap- 
pened, I heard from a military 
source, was that an oil -related 
installation — not a refinery 
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Warplanes sit on the deck of the USS Enterprise as sailors prepare ordnance in the 
northern Gulf Friday (Reuters photo.) 

Demonstrations staged in various 
parts of Kingdom to protest strikes 


By Ahmad Kbatib 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
from all walks of life on Fri- 
day slammed U.S. and 
British missile strikes on 
neighbouring Iraq and urged 
Arabs and Muslims to con- 
front the attacking forces. 

Hundreds of men, women 
and children gathered in a 
series of peaceful demon- 
strations m Amman, lrbid 
and in the southern towns of 
Ma'an and Karak. to protest 
the strikes, launched early 
Thursday- A critical report 
prepared by tbe head of , n 
United Nations committee 
in charge of dismantling 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction and the subse- 
quent pullout from Iraq of 
the UNSCOM team spurred 
the allied strike. 

Many protesters said U.S. 
President Bill Clinton s 
domestic woes would not be 


salvaged by raids on Bagh- 
dad. 

"Clinton’s scandals are 
not solved by striking Iraq," 
Leila Khaled, a Palestinian 
political activist, told scores 
of Muslim worshippers who 
gathered outside the Univer- 
sity of Jordan Mosque for 
Friday prayers. 

Clinton is facing congres- 
sional measures to impeach 
him for perjury, abuse of 
power and other charges 
related to his affair with for- 
mer White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky. 

Abdul Majid Thneibat, 
overall leader of the influen- 
tial Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement, demanded both 
an immediate end to tbe 
punitive strikes and the lift- 
ing of sanctions, imposed 
on Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

"The international com- 
munity must unity and pre- 


Arabs criticise U.S 
fearing more harm 


CAIRO (API — Protester 
through much of the Arab 
World shouted slogans Fri- 
day against the United 
Suites over its strikes on 
Iraq, urging revolt against 
America and labelling Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton a "terror- 
ist-" , 

Arab leaders and newspa- 
ners also harshly criticised 
(he American nussile 
attacks, saying they would 
do more harm to the Iraqi 
neople than the regime of 
president Saddam Nussein. 

Syrian Parliament Speaker 

Abdul KaderQaddoumsaid 

rlj e u.S. strikes “increased 
the suffering and pain or 


the 22 million Iraqis. 

“We ... condemn and 
denounce this attack and call 
on the international commu- 
nity to condemn and halt it 
immediately " be said in a 
speech to the parliament 

The mood on the Arab 
street was uglier. The angry 
shouts were tinged with 
threats against American 
interests and cast the U.S. air 
strikes as a war on Muslims. 

Among the thousands of 
demonstrators, many con- 
demned the attacks as an 
anempt by U.S. Clinton to 
save himself from impeach- 
ment over his sexual rela- 
tions with former White 


vent the U.S. from ruining 
the world,” he told the wor- 
shippers. 

“The Arab leaders have to 
work sincerely to confront 
this aggression...” he said as 
scores of policemen, clad in 
riot gear, stood nearby and 
watched. 

The mosque gathering, the 
largest reported across the 
country, came a day after 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneb urged Jordanians, 
who have long showed sym- 
pathy with the Iraqi people, 
to show restraint in the wake 
of the strikes and to prevent 
any force from using the 
occasion to stir trouble. 

'The delicate situation 
demands a high level of 
responsibility and clear- 
sightedness," be told the 
press. 


(Continued on page 7) 

, attacks, 
to Iraqis 

House intern Monica 
Lewinsky. 

“For Monica’s sake, Iraqi 
children are dying,” read a 
sign waved during a protest 
at Cairo’s Al Azhar Univer- 
sity mosque, one of the main 
centers of scholarship in the 
Muslim World. 

Criticism of the United 
States was repeated in ser- 
mons at Friday Muslim 
prayers and protests in 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, the 
United Arab Emirates, Syria 
and the Palestinian territo- 
ries as well as in non-Arab 
Iran. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Explosions rock Baghdad 
on 1 st day of Ramadan 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Loud explosions boomed over 
Baghdad early Saturday and Iraqi anti-aircraft fire 
flashed across the sky, in the latest wave of U.S.-led mil- 
itary strikes on Iraq. The explosions came after three air 
raid alerts on Friday evening. The detonations sounded at 
01:23 local time Saturday (2223 GMT Friday) soon after 
red tracers had lit up the night sky, AFP correspondents 
on the spot reported. 


nor export facility — near the 
DMZ with Kuwait apparently 
was hit and was burning” 
Hans von Sponeck told 
Reuters. 

Cohen, asked if the United 
States had attacked a refinery, 
told a news conference: “With 
respect to the facility in Basra, 
that is a very limited attack on 
a facility that provides for the 
illegal shipment of oil...” 

Earlier on Friday, witnesses 
said missiles scored a direct 
hit on the Baghdad headquar- 
ters of Iraq's Military Indus- 
trialisation Commission. 

Twisted metal and broken, 
blackened concrete on top of 
the 10-storey building marked 
the point where the weapons 
ripped through the roof and 
tore through its interior. 

Iraqi Health Minister 
Umeed Madhat Mubarak said 
at least 25 people had been 
killed and 75 wounded in 
Baghdad alone since the blitz 
began. 

U.S. forces also dropped 
propaganda leaflets in south- 
ern Iraq on Thursday, an offi- 
cial source at Baghdad’s min- 
istry of culture said on Friday. 

"The Americans dropped 
provocative propaganda 
leaflets in southern Iraq," the 
source said without giving 
details. 

Iraq's southern Shi 'ire 


region rebelled against Bagh- 
dad after the 1991 Gulf war 
but the uprising was put down 
by Iraq's armed forces. 

Apparently adding to the 
pressure, Saudi Arabian 
forces briefly advanced 
towards the Iraqi border on 
Thursday before withdraw- 
ing, according to the official 
source. 

“Saudi armoured units 
advanced towards tbe Iraqi 
border on Thursday and then 
withdrew after checking die 
area,” the source said. He did 
not say how many troops 
were revolved, nor how close 
to the border they reached 

Later Friday, Saudi Arabia 
denied the report 

Saudi Arabia was the main 
land base for forces of a U.S.- 
led coalition that launched the 
1991 Gulf War to end Iraq's 
seven-month occupation of 
KuwaiL 

British and U.S leaders say 
their attacks have damaged 
Iraq's air defences, command 
and communications as well 
as resources used by the 
Republican Guard, a well- 
equipped armoured force that 
helps keep Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein in power. 

Iraq says residential areas 
and several factories and food 
warehouses have been hiL 
The official Iraqi News 



A worker extinguishes a fire at a cotton factory in 
Baghdad's Kadhimira district which was hit by a mis- 
sile Friday. Iraqi officials toured with journalists to 
show them selected damage in the city as the United 
States and Britain pounded Iraq with a wave of air 
strikes ( Reuters photo) 


Agency INA reported on Fri- 
day that a museum and a 
Baghdad pharmacology' col- 
lege were among the targets. 

In Baghdad, thousands of 
Iraqis gathered at Bah Sheiji 
market, selling belongings fo 
buy food. 

Emaciated children accom- 


panied by malnourished 
mothers stretched out their 
hands for small change. 

"More missiles, more 
bombs, more sanctions! Do 
you think they will change the 
situation? I don’t think so," 
said Hatim Hakam. owner of 
a small cafe. 


Prince Hassan: We are saddened, 
pained over repeated Iraq tragedy 

Jordan urges diplomatic solution to crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has expressed regret over the 
American and British attacks 
on Iraq and urged the world 
community to end the crisis 
through diplomatic means 
and help end the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

The Kingdom’s position 
was expressed by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
telephone conversations with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and Ll.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 

The King, who has been in 
the U.S. undergoing medical 
treatment since July, voiced 
Jordan's clear stand vis-a-vis 
the issue reiterating its call 
for an end to the suffering of 
the Iraqi people and respect 
of international legitimacy. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Thursday expressed sorrow 
and pain over the repeated 
tragedy that Iraq is witness- 
ing calling on aJI peace lov- 


ing governments and the 
Ltaited Nations to intervene 
through dialogue and respect 
for international legitimacy 
and resolutions to prevent 
violence that has resulted in 
the loss of innocent lives. 

In a statement he made dur- 
ing a visit to Al Sarih town in 
lrbid. Prince Hassan said:' 
“Early this morning I had the 
honour of talking to His 
Majesty King Hussein on the 
telephone. In the exchange 
that took place between us. 
we expressed sadness and 
pain over the repeated 
tragedy in the skies and on 
the lands of brethren Iraq, 
sadness over the develop- 
ments in the last eight years 
dial have Jed lo the situation 
we live today and what we 
see of the suffering of our 
brethren the people of Iraq.” 

The Regent said tbar stub- 
bornness and the failure to 
implement the resolutions of 
the international legitimacy 
in a comprehensive manner 


and on a non-disc riniinaiory 
basis in our region was a 
main reason for the situation 
we have today. 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
Jordan’s repeated calls over 
the past years on all peace- 
loving governments and peo- 
ples as" well as the United 
Nations to intervene through 
dialogue and on the basis of 
respect for international reso- 
lutions and norms to prevent 
the renewal of violence char 
has resulted in the loss of 
innocent lives. 

The Regent stressed the 


consistency of Jordan in that 
it has never and will never let 
down our Arab people, stress- 
ing the need for an end to this 
tragedy. 

“We pray to God that this 
end will not be through more 
deterioration and more suf- 
fering of the people of Iraq, 
for which we wish nothing 
but a dignified life, the 
integrity of its territory and 
the fijli respect of the rights of 
its people" Prince Hassan 
said. 

(Continued on pge 7) 
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Ecevit sets Monday 
deadline to form 
Turkish government 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime 
minister-designate Bulent 
Ecevit on Friday gave him- 
self at most three days to 
form a new government 
after a potential partner 
declined to support his 
Democratic Left party. 

Speaking after consulta- 
tions with Deniz Baykal, 
head of the left-wing 
Republican People's Party 
(CHP), Ecevit told 
reporters: “There might be 
another formula, but 1 shall 
not wait to remit my task to 
the president, by Monday at 
the latest." 

Ecevit’s comments came 
after Baykal refused to sup- 
port a minority government 
containing only members of 
the Democratic Left (DSP), 
which counts 61 deputies in 
the 550-member parliament 
Baykal’s CHP party has 55 


deputies. 

Ecevit, a 73-year-old vet- 
eran of Turkish politics and 
former premier, was asked 
by President Suleyman 
Demirel to form a new gov- 
ernment on Dec. 2, a week 
after outgoing premier 
Mesut Yilmaz was toppled 
in a no-confidence vote on 
Nov. 25 because of alleged 
cr imin al links. 

Yilmaz, whose Mother- 
land Party (ANAP) occu- 
pies 136 seals. has 
expressed his “total sup- 
port" for Ecevit But anoth- 
er former premier. Tansu 
Ciller, told reporters on 
Thursday that her right- 
wing True Path Party (DYP) 
would not back him . 

With 99 deputies. Ciller 
has said she deserves the 
prime minister post She has 
also consistently said that 


she favours a grand coali- 
tion of all parties including 
the Isl amis t Fazilet the 
largest In parliament. 

Despite Yilmaz’s support 
and the proposal of three 
different coalition models. 
Ecevit has failed to cobble 
together a parliamentary 
majority. He has excluded 
Fazilet from talks. FazileL 
whose leadership is strongly 
opposed by the army, has 
144 deputies and normally 
its chief, Recai Kutan. 
would be invested with the 
task of forming a new gov- 
ernment. 

If Ecevit ultimately fails to 
form a govemmenL one of 
Demirel’s options would be 
to constitute a government 
in which all parties — 
Fazilet included — would 
be represented in proportion 
to parliamentary numbers. 



FUNERAL FOR PALESTINIAN PROTESTOR: Palestinians in the West Bank town of Bet Dnkua on Friday 
carry the body of Moh amm ad Ahmad Daoad, 19, who was shot by Israeli troops the previous day during a pro- 
Iraq demonstration in A1 Bireh. Thousands of people protested the UJS.-Ied air strikes ag a inst Iraq all around 
the West Bank (Reuters photo) 


U.S.-backed Radio 
Free Iraq increases 
broadcasts 


PRAGUE (R) — U.S.-spon- 
sored Radio Free Iraq has 
increased broadcasts against 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government following Ameri- 
can air attacks on Baghdad . 

The service, launched on 
Ocl 30 as two half-hour 
reports a day from Radio Free 
Europe (RFE) headquarters in 
Prague, has expanded to a pair 
of two-hour broadcasts since 
coming on air early on Thurs- 
day during the initial attacks 
by U.S. forces. 

“Obviously, our news was 
dominated by the military 
operation, reactions, and relat- 
ed stories,” Radio Free Iraq 
director David Newton told 
Reuters on Friday. 

“We did tbe two hours live 
because it was a breaking 
story. Our people were taking 
English texts and translating 
them on the air. Essentially we 
are doing tbe same thing, 
except that we are doing more 
of iL” 

Newton said his service will 
expand to six hours duly 
soon. 

Earlier this year, the U.S. 
Congress approved funding 
for tbe Arabic-language Radio 
Free Iraq — along with a sep- 
arate service for Iran in Farsi 
— aiming to promote democ- 
ratic opposition in both coun- 
tries. 

Senior Republican senators 
inducting Senate Majority 
Leader Trent Lott and Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair- 
man Jesse Helms called on 


the Clinton administration on 
Thursday to step up efforts to 
topple Hussein, including 
using radio broadcasts. 

“We are trying to give tbe 
Iraqi listeners a balanced point 
of view. We're reporting reac- 
tion from around tbe world — 
positive and negative, and 
horn the Middle East, positive 
and negative,*' he said. 

His radio service, along 
with the Cold War-inspired 
Radio Free Europe and Ratio 
Liberty, is managed indepen- 
dently. Newton said its con- 
tent was not influenced by the 
govemmenL 

“Of course we are following 
the Radio Free Europe tradi- 
tion of using truth and objec- 
tivity to get through the totali- 
tarian wall," Newton said. 

“In the long terra we share 
the same goals of democracy 
and human rights. Rights that 
are incompatible with tbe 
existing regime [in Iraq]." 

Czech officials have 
increased security around the 
central Prague headquarters, 
as a precaution against possi- 
ble retaliation against U.S. 
interests. 

The Clinton administration 
accepted an invitation from 
President Vaclav Havel to 
move RFE from its cold war 
base in Munich in 1995, as a 
way of cutting costs. 

The new services are 
beamed into the Middle East 
on shortwave frequencies 
from antennae in England, 
Germany and Greece. 


Amnesty concerned over civilian deaths in Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Amnesty International is 
gravely concerned at the 
potential indiscriminate 
killings of civilians in 
Iraq, in the context of the 
present military operations 
by U.S. and U.K. forces, 
the organisation said in a 
press release faxed to the 
Jordan Times from Lon- 
don. 

According to reports, 
around 30 people were 
killed and 100 others 
wounded, some seriously, 
during the attack on Bagh- 
dad, which started on 
Wednesday. Missiles are 
reported to have fallen on 
residential areas of the 
city, destroying a number 
of houses. Iran said a U.S. 
missile struck the city of 
Khoramshahr, near the 
border with Iraq, early on 
Thursday. No casualties 
were reported. 

In June 1997, a U.S. 
Genera] Accounting Office 
report, entitled “Operation 
Desen Storm — Evalua- 
tion of the Air Campaign," 
stated that “many of the 


Department of Defence's 
and Manufacturers’ post- 
war claims about weapon 
system performance — 
particularly the F1I7, 
Tomahawk land attack 
missile and laser guided 
bombs — were overstated, 
misleading, inconsistent 
with the best available 
data, or unverifiable." 

‘The experience of pre- 
vious armed interventions 
in the Gulf has shown that, 
all too often, civilians 
become the acceptable 
casualties of war,’’ 
Amnesty International 
said, adding that on Dec. 
16 the organisation warned 
that “imminent military 
attacks by U.S. and U.K. 
forces could lead to indis- 
criminate or dispropor- 
tionate killings of civil- 
ians." 

Noting reports that a 
wheat storage house in 
TikriL north of Baghdad, 
is said to have been burnt 
by missiles, the human 
rights organisation 

reminded the U.S. and 
U.K. governments of the 


general prohibition in 
international humanitarian 
law to attack objects indis- 
pensable to the survival of 
the civilian population. 

Amnesty International is 
also concerned about the 
closure by Jordan, Syria 
and Turkey of their bor- 
ders with Iraq which 
would prevent people flee- 
ing the attacks from seek- 
ing safety in these coun- 
tries. said the statemenL 
Amnesty International 
calls on all neighbouring 
countries to guarantee the 
right to protection in 
another country for 
refugees fleeing when 
their life, safety and secu- 
rity are at risk. 

The human rights organ- 
isation reiterates that the 
international community 
has an obligation to pro- 
vide all necessary assis- 
tance to ensure that the 
responsibility of dealing 
with refugees is shared by 
all states and does not fall 
disproportionately on 
those geographically close 
to Iraq. 


ICRC urges U.S., U.K., Iraq 
to respect humanitarian law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In view of tbe military operations 
launched agains t Iraq on Wednesday, tbe International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross Thursday addressed a diplomatic 
note to tbe United States, British and Iraqi governments 
reminding them of their obligations under international 
humanitarian law, in particular the- four Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, an ICRC statement said 

Under this body of law, those conducting hostilities must 
take all necessary precautions to spare civilians and civilian 
property, to treat captured persons humanely, to ensure that 
the wounded and side have access to medical cardtoprotect 
medical facilities, staff and means of transport, and to guar- 
antiee respect for the Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems. 

Meanwhile the ICRC team in Baghdad, inchiding a nurse 
and a water engineer, are gathering information from the 
city’s hospitals and from the ministries of health and foreign 
affairs with a view to. affording ail victims -the necessary 
assistance in accordance witb^tbe mandafe^fttrusted to the 
organisation by the international community; „ 

Since the 1991 Gulf war, the ICRC has been giving sup- 
port to water, treatment stations throughout the country m 
order to provide the popuiatioil,with.c^n wateL In addition, 
it delivers emeigency supphesMid assistance to dte victims 
of the ongoing hostilities in northern The International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is also 
present in Baghdad. . 

Tbe ICRC has a staff of 10 expatriates in Baghdad and a 
further eight persons in northern Iraq, said the statement 


Israeli official regrets Polish missile deal cancellation 


WARSAW (AFP) — 
Israeli parliament speaker 
Dan Tichon expressed 
regret Friday over 
Poland's decision to cancel 
a biilion-dollar contract for 
Israel to equip its Polish- 
built helicopters with anti- 
tank missiles. 

‘The Polish government 
presented strange argu- 
ments which do not con- 
vince me," he said in War- 


saw, where be is heading a 
four-day visit by an Israeli 
parliamentary delegation. 

Warsaw cancelled the 
deal to equip Huzar heli- 
copters with NT-D mis- 
siles earlier this month 
because Israel had not yet 
arranged to test fire the 
missiles in Poland and the 
proposed test date was not 
soon enough. 

“This date will be even 


later if the contract is put 
out for tender again," 
Tichon said, adding thar 
the failure of the 5,000- 
missile deal “could weigh 
on future Israeli invest- 
ment in Poland." 

Polish officials also said 
the contract was signed 
shortly before a change of 
government in October 
1997. In addition it was 
signed only by one minis- 


ter, not two as required by 
Polish law. 

The Israeli missiles, 
which are still in the 
experimental stage, were 
to be manufactured in 
Poland between 1999 and 
2013. 

Tichon meanwhile wel- 
comed Polish authorities’ 
efforts to resolve a dispute 
over dozens of crucifixes 
erected by Catholics out- 


side the former Nazi death 
camp at Auschwitz. More 
than 90 per cent of Poles 
are Catholic. 

Jews have protested that 
the crosses violate an 
agreement not to erect reli- 
gious symbols near the 
camp in southern Poland. 
“We are not against the 
Polish church. We just 
want our feelings to be 
respected." said Tichon. 


Iraqi 

opposition 
divided 
over U.S. 
strikes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Far 
away from Amman and 
Baghdad, Iraq's exiled 
opposition was divided in 
its response to the U.S.-led 
strike. 

A representative of the 
London-based opposition 
umbrella group, the Iraqi 
National Congress, said 
tbe opposition supports tbe 
"brutal air strikes" if they 
lead to the overthrow of 
Saddam Hussein. 

But the Shiite Muslim A1 
Dawa party said the strikes 
would only “increase Sad- 
dam’s power by improving 
bis image with the Arab 
and Islamic public." 

The Iraqi National 
Accord, calling on the 
army and the elite Republi- 
can Guard to declare a 
rebellion against the Iraqi 
presidenL urged the mili- 
tary to foil Saddam's 
“criminal designs." 

In a statement faxed to 
the Jordan Times, the 
opposition group said the 
Iraqi leader was responsi- 
ble for the confrontation, 
but warned of the dangers 
of the U.S. policy towards 
Baghdad and its people. 

An Iraqi analyst told the 
Jordan Times that the only 
organised opposition in 
and outside Iraq was the 
Islamic grouping, mainly 
Shiite, but that they were 
not seen as a “politically 
attractive" alternative for 
the regime by the United 
States, Gulf states, and 
even by most Iraqis. 

“It will be the Americans 
who will determine Iraq’s 
future." he said. “Long 
before Washington formal- 
ly laid out the political and 
legal framework, they 
spoke of changing rhe 
regime, but so far it has 
been all talk and no 
action," said the exile, 
frustrated by the lack of 
U.S. commitment to over- 
throwing Saddam. 

Recently, the American 
president signed into law 
the “Iraq Liberation AcL" 
which allocates $97 mil- 
lion to help oust Saddam. 

But critics say the oppo- 
sition, which does enjoy 
credibility at home, can- 
□OL without effective 
American involvement in 
the effort to change the 
regime, make effective 
changes. 

‘The people inside want 
to finish with the regime 
but all they see is more cat- 
astrophe. more destruction 
and more misery as a result 
of American actions." 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
m 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Animaniacs 

15:30 .The Adventures of the 

Bush Patrol 

16:00 .Drama - Neighbours 

16-JO (Ql 2 links with Ch. h 

17:00 .French programme 

— Paul Pas Rever 

18:15 Doc. - Omar Ben Abdul 

Aziz 

19HH) New in French 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy - Murghy Brown 
20:00 Islam in a Changing World 


20 JO. 


21:10 

An ABC Democracy 

21:20 

—.Boston Pops Orchestra 

21*00 

News in English 

22J0 

Feature film — “Cold 

Enough for Snow" 

23 tS9 


01:00 

_.End of TX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

(15:03 

Fair 


11 J3.., 

- .Dhuhr 

14:17.. 

. 'Asrl 

16:40- 


18:02... 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
1 4632785 


SL Joseph Church TeL 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771 751. 

Amman Inter national Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evan gelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TfeL 5661757 
Church of the Aiumntiatioa 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Sw&- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 141 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


ment of Meteorology 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail during the day 
becoming cool at night. Skies 
will be partly cloudy and 
winds easterly to southeasterly 
modeate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

MmVMax. temp. 

Amman — „.05/15 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts .02/18 

Jordan Valley 12/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15 Aqaba 21. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 55 percent, 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 

Following are the lempreatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


AJhxm .04/11 

Jerash 10/17 

UmQays .09/16 

Madaba. — 06/14 

Pttra 05/16 

Dead Sea 13/23 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt YouseTFaqSi 4390104 


Dr. Ghazi Aba Stafldia__4752405 

Dr; MukUes Habseb 5519220 

Dr. RriiSukkar 5856457 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy -5661912 

A1 Salaxn Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAIDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

RBID: 

Dr. team Salih.. (02)246858 

Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr, fcsa Omari (09)901266 

Palestine Pharmacy..(09j983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Depanmert . -56611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Mice 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade.. .461710J 

Blood Bank. -4775121 

Highway Police- ,5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Pubh’c Security Dept.. ...463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints — 5661 176 

VIher&SeweBgsOnpickflG —4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs-....5661101 

JordanTelevision -4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority’ — 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Infbrmation..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Suigety 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre-5856856 

Luzmilu 4630195 

KhaM Maternity 4644281/6 

Afcileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Ataman MatenDty.-.4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. —.4636140 
Palestine, Shraeisani — -5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 56672270 

Al-AhlLAbdafi 5664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bastm 4775111/26 

Army, Marita — — 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AIAmal Cancer Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

—....(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sim Hospital — (09)98673 1 
A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

402)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02) 7101372, (02) 7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital -402) 7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 52325a Infor- 
mation cm Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:00 Tehran CRT) 

08 JO Damascus (RJ) 

08:50 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

09JO New Delhi (RD 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 — . Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

15:55 London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

19:40 Berlin (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

19:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

(Hk40 Lamaca(RJ) 

01:00 Pais (add) (RJ) 

O'fcOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:00 Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:05 Vienna (OS) 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

13:20 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14:05 . — .~ Rome (AZ) 

18:00 — Dubai Damascus (EK) 

18:40 .... -Beirut (ME) 

15*05 Paris (AF) 

19:15 .Frankfurt (LH) 

21:35 -...Cairo (MS) 

22J5 London, Damascus (BA) 

23J5 -Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 -Belgrade (JU) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

09 JO Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marika 
Airport) (RW) 


22 JO Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO .Beirut: (RJ) 

09J5 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10KM Berlin (add) (RJ) 

11:15 Rcvne (RJi 

11 JO Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12.-00 ...-Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:25 London (RJ) 

12J0 Cairo (RJ) 

12:45 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

2<h00 — Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 ..... Bombay (RJ) 

20J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 -_Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:25 .Lacnaca (RJ) 

23:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 Damascus, London (BA) 

06 JO Lamaca (CY) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 .Riyadh (SV) 

15 JO Vienna (OS) 

19.-00 Dubai (EK) 

20ri» Beirut (ME) 

22JS Cairo (MS) 

00J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

02:10 — Belgrade (JU) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08 JO Aqaba (from Marka Atr-- 
•porr)(RW) 

20J0 Aqaba (from QAIA) <KW> 
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PRINCE FAISAL RECEIVES CHILEAN MEDAL; Chilean Ambassador Claudio Aliaga 
on Thursday presented HRH Prince Faisal with Chile’s most distinguished medal dur- 
ing a private ceremony held at the ambassador’s residence. The medal was conferred bv 
Chilean President Ernesto Frei in recognition of Prince Faisal’s efforts to develop Jor- 
dan’s relations with Latin America in general and with Chile in particular. Prince Faisal 
said be took pride in (he honour from the Chilean president and praised the two coun- 
tries' strong bilateral ties. Aliaga said a visit to Chile by Prince Faisal and HRH Princess 
Alia had helped to further bolster ties. HRH Prince Abdullah, HRH Princess Rania and 
Princess Alia attended the ceremony (Petra photo ) 


Jordanian trade fair in Baghdad 
remains open despite attacks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite 
LLS.-led air strikes against Iraq, 
Jordan's second trade fair in 
Baghdad appears to be contin- 
uing in a business-as-usuaJ 
mode, an official said Friday. 
*The second direct-sale fair 
was opened in Baghdad on 
Thursday and will stay open 
until Dec. 25," said Farouq 
Hadkfi. director general of Jor- 
dan Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Corpora- 
tion. 

Around 47 local companies 
at participating in (be one- 


week fair, during which around 
100 types of items will be on 
display, including furniture, 
pertiime. clothes, cosmetics 
and other - kinds of goods, he 
added. 

Bul Hadidi was unsure 
whether the attacks again st Iraq 
would have a negative or posi- 
tive impact on the fair's sales. 
“People might stop buying 
goods, or the show might be 
the first outlet for the Iraqi peo- 
ple after the air strikes are halt- 
ed," Hadidi told the Jordan 
Times on Friday. 


He said the fair might be 
extended if sales did not meet 
expectations. 

The corporation is currently 
preparing for fain: in Gaza. 
Iran. Algeria. Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia which are expected to 
take place within the first quar- 
ter of 1999. 

This is the second direct-sale 
Jordanian fair in Iraq and the 
30th overall, including Jordan's 
participation in die Baghdad 
International Fair. 

Iraq is die prime market for 
Jordanian products. 


Jordan ‘well prepared’ for possible 
effects of U.S.-U.K. strikes against Iraq 

Sufficient stocks of vital supplies for several weeks — minister 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Friday said it had 
enough fuel, food and other 
vital supplies to last for sev- 
eral weeks in the wake of 
U.S.-led strikes against 
Iraq, its only source of 
petroleum products. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi said Jordan decided to 
re-open its border with Iraq 
— briefly dosed after 
Wednesday's air strikes — 
but only after it took neces- 
sary measures to prevent a 
possible flood of Iraqi 
refugees into the country 
similar to rhe situation that 
occurred during the 1990- 
91 Gulf crisis. 

“We are well prepared. 
The stores of the private 
sector and the government 
are full with all needed 
food," Trade Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani 
told the Jordan Times. “And 
even if air strikes on Iraq 
continue, imports through 
our airports, borders and 
port will not be affected as 
these outlets remain open." 

Minister of Water and 
Energy Hani Muiki said 
Jordan had enough crude 
oil to last for 20 days, lique- 
fied gas for 16 days, diesel 
and gasoline for nearly two 
months, kerosene for over 
three months and fuel oil 
for 86 days. 

"Oil supplies from Iraq 
have not been interrupted 
by the strikes, and we have 
no plans to encourage peo- 
ple to rationalise fuel con- 


sumption," he said. "We are 
well prepared." 

On Thursday, Muiki 
signed two tenders for 
importing 60,000 tonnes of 
diesel oil and 40,000 tonnes 
of gas from the 
international market, which 
will be sufficient for 20 
days. 

"The diesel shipment will 
arrive by Jan. 20, while the 
shipment of gas is due I Sat- 
urday)," Muiki said. 

The Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company imports 
1 1.500 tonnes of crude oil 
per day from Iraq in addi- 
tion to other shipments of 
heavy fuel and liquefied 
gas. 

The government also said 
Jordan has enough fuel to 
generate electricity continu- 
ously for 90 days. 

Qadi said the border with 
Iraq remains open both 
ways to Arabs, non-Arabs 
and others who gave con- 
vincing reasons for their 
travel. 

"The border is only 
closed to Iraqis and to those 
who cannot provide reasons 
for their travel to prevent a 
repeat of the situation eight 
years ago," he said. 

Over a million foreigners, 
including Iraqis, fled to Jor- 
dan after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 
Most foreigners, including 
Asian and Egyptian work- 
ers, were stranded for 
weeks in makeshift camps 
along the frontiers, placing 
extra strains on Jordan's 
limited health, education 


and food supply services 
before Western aid began to 
flow. 

Jordan has been the main 
transit point for those trav- 
elling to and from Iraq 
since sanctions, slapped on 
Baghdad in 1990. stopped 
ail flights in and out of the 
country. 

Qadi said diplomats and 
journalists would be 
allowed to use the border in 
either direction, adding that 
the border would also be 
open to Iraqis who wanted 
to return to Iraq. 

He said several Iraqi busi- 
nesspersons with offices in 
Amman, an Iraqi sports 
team and others seeking 
medical treatment in Jordan 
were allowed entry into Jor- 
dan on Thursday. 

He described the move- 
ment at the border as nor- 
mal. and said there had 
been no attempted influx of 
refugees since the punitive 
strikes by the U.S. and 
Britain began. 

However, officials have 
advised Jordanians not to 
cross the border for "securi- 
ty reasons." 

He said Jordan was ready 
to forward any international 
and local relief aid to Bagh- 
dad and to offer humanitar- 
ian help in case the strikes 
continue for a prolonged 
period of time. Qadi added 
that international relief 
groups will be forced to set 
up refugee camps on the 
Iraqi side of the border with 
Jordan. 

Meanwhile, U.N. officials 


said they expect around 
1 0.000 Iraqis to move 
towards the border with Jor- 
dan if the allied military 
strikes on Iraq continue 
causing significant damage. 

"The situation on the bor- 
der is normal and calm, and 
all restrictions are meant to 
help us organise the situa- 
tion," Qadi said, adding that 
Jordan is '‘ready to supply 
all humanitarian assistance 
to any refugees on the Iraqi 
side of the border.” 

According to earlier fig- 
ures. over 100,000 Iraqis 
continue to live in Jordan, 
but no exact figure was 
available for those who 
hold residency and work 
permits. 

Qadi also denied reports 
that the security authorities 
were preventing journalists 
from travelling to the Jor- 
dan-Iraq border. 

“All journalists are 
allowed to go to the border 
and conduct their work." he 
said. 

Journalists are supposed 
to get a permit from the 
Information Ministry to 
visit the border. 

Meanwhile, due to the air 
strikes, independent moni- 
tors checking humanitarian 
imports at Iraq's borders 
with Jordan and Syria and 
at the Gulf port of Basra 
had left their posts, said the 
chief U.N. humanitarian 
officer in Iraq, Hans von 
Sponeck. 

But von Sponeck said 
those on the land borders 
had simply moved across 


the border and had man- 
aged to cany' out some of 
their work there, averting a 
complete halt to imports. 

"Lloyds [monitors] have 
made an attempt to monitor 
from the other side of the 
borders" von Sponeck said. 

Minister of Transporta- 
tion Nasser Lawzi stressed 
that the military action 
against Iraq has not affected 
flights through Jordanian 
airspace. 

"Our airspace remains 
open as normal. Some 
flights which were heading 
east but scheduled to fly 
through the Gulf airspace 
were delayed, and there- 
fore. we changed the air 
corridor.” added Lawzi. 

As for the Kingdom's 
communications with Iraq, 
officials also confirmed that 
telephone lines between 
Jordan and Iraq were not 
affected by the air strikes. 

Although Jordan took all 
necessary measures in light 
of the current situation in 
Iraq, officials said the King- 
dom did not declare a state 
of emergency. 

"Jordan is not in a state of 
emergency. We took all pre- 
cautionary measures, and 
our forces have been put on 
a state of alert and readi- 
ness" Qadi said. 

The government last 
month established a higher 
council for defence and an 
emergency committee 
which are responsible for 
dealing with any domestic 
emergency issue. 
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House committee says request to 
lift deputy’s immunity ‘incomplete’ 


By a Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Legal 
Committee, currently look- 
ing into an official request 
[io lift the immunity of 
Ahmad Oweidi 
i in preparation for a 
iible trial on charges of 
Ittm&L assault. Friday said 
it did not have sufficient 
documentation to look into 
I ihe case. 

| Committee Speaker Mah- 
moud Kharabsheh told the 


Jordan Times on Friday that 
documents specifying the 
location and the date of the 
crime as well as other relat- 
ed information should have 
been supplied with the 
request, which he described 
as "incomplete” at present. 

The prosecutor general at 
the Criminal Court sent the 
iram unity waiver request to 
House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali on Tuesday. If Par- 
liament agrees to lift Abba- 
di's immunity, he could 
face charges of sexual 


assault, violating the plain- 
tiff's- chastity and destroy- 
ing marital relations. 

According to House regu- 
lations, cases concerning 
immunity of deputies are 
referred to the Legal Com- 
mittee, which reviews them 
and issues its recommenda- 
tions to the House in a peri- 
od not to exceed two 
weeks. 

Kharabsheh said the com- 
mittee. which held its first 
meeting on Thursday, dis- 
cussed the mechanism it 


will follow in studying the 
case. 

Since 1989, the House 
has never lifted the immu- 
nity of any deputy. It turned 
down two similar requests 
involving former deputies 
Yaqoub Qarrash and Jamal 
Khreishah during the 11th 
and 12th parliaments, 
respectively. 

The committee will study 
the case further Monday 
morning, when the relevant 
documents are expected to 
reach the committee. 
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Study on domestic 
national centre for 


violence calls for 
women victims 
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By Rana Hussein i 

[AMMAN — A study on 
tiolence against women in 
Totdan has called for the 
establishment of a national 
pentre for victims of domes- 
tic violence. 

The study, which revealed 
. foat "crimes of honour" still 
oanstitute the highest per- 
Ce otage of premeditated 
Hinders in Jordan, recom- 
Hcnded encouraging 

^search to explore the 
Nerlying motives of phys- 
^ and sexual violence 
?Winiitted against women 
111 the family and society at 
fage. 

The government is cur- 
^tly studying plans to 
Establish the country's first 
jjjjnen's shelter to house 
ba2 ered women and those 
lives are threatened 
“y their family members for 
7fia sons of “honour" 
Annually, between 25 to 
women are killed in Jor- 
^ in “honour crimes.” 
acc °rding to official figures. 


This type of murder is car- 
ried out by male relatives of 
women suspected of engag- 
ing in "immoral behaviour." 

The srody, released on 
Thursday, also called for 
training* criminal justice 
professionals on means of 
dealing with various forms 
of violence, urged educa- 
tional authorities to rein- 
force the value of equality 
and mutual respect between 
the sexes and asked the gov- 
ernment to produce gender- 
desegregated data. 

The 19-month field study, 
"Violence Against Women 
in Jordan: Demographic 

Characteristics of Perpetra- 
tors and Victims” which 
was conducted by the 
Human Forum for Women's 
Rights, aimed at identifying 
the magnitude of violence 
against women in Jordan. 

the demographic character- 
istics of perpetrators and 
victims, and official proce- 
dures to dealing with the 
phenomenon. 

The study sample includ- 


ed 590 women over 18 
years of age, J 08 male 
inmates at correctional 
facilities and 40 profession- 
als in the criminal justice 
field. 

According to the forum's 
president, Lamis Nasser, 
there are clear indications of 
social pressure that prevents 
women from enjoying their 
constitutional and legal 
rights to protection from 
physical and sexual assault. 

She added that the results 
indicated that a high per- 
centage of perpetrators of 
violence, especially ones 
who committed "crimes of 
honour," had criminal 
records, and that violent 
crimes against women were 
not limited to a specific cat- 
egory or social stratum, but 
were found to transcend all 
socio-economic levels in 
society. 

HRH Princess Basma. 
who presided over the pre- 
sentation of the study, 
stressed the importance of 
conducting such research 


and emphasised the need to 
cany’ out similar work in the 
future to serve all sectors of 
society. 

"Such studies that are 
based on scientific and 
practical methods have 
many positive aspects on 
society and its development 
in all arenas, especially in 
raising awareness about the 
issue of violence against 
women in the Jordanian 
society,'" the Princess told 
the gathering. 

The study received techni- 
cal and financial support 
from the Western Asia 
Regional Office of the Unit- 
ed Nations Development 
Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM) and the World 
Health Organisation. 

Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

The event, pa n of a 
regional UNIFEM cam- 
paign for the elimination of 
violence against women, 
was the final campaign 
activity in Jordan. 
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what’s going on 


WGHTS OF RAMADAN FESTIVAL 
®ch film “Riens dn tout” (*po»«£ * 
Cultural Centre) at Cinema Philadelphia 

rch film “'Western" (sponsored by 
il Centre) at Cinema Philadelphia o 
3 at 8:00 p.m. 

hMftn* of ceramics, sculpmre and abstract 
:) ait by Jordanian, Iraqi, Syn , Gallery, 
idanese artists at Hamraourabi Ait 
is Street (Tel. 5536098), until Jan. J. 

:v ion of Nabataean silver jewelry at theJor_ 


dan Design and Trade Cenre. off Wadi Saqra Street, 
until Dec. 31 (Tel. 5699141/2). 

♦’’The Warm Winter" — works by several artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery', Urn Uthaina (Tel. 5526932). until 
Feb. 1. 

* The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contempo- 
rary Arab Artists at Darai A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh 
(Tel. 4643251/2, until Jan. 28. 

CONCERT 

+ Musical performance by the concert band of the 
National Music Conservatory, with conductor Bar- 
bara Johnson, at Terra Sancta Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 


U.S. embassy in Amman beefs up security 


By Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — The U.S. 
embassy in Amman, along 
with other American mis- 
sions in the Middle East 
and Africa, has beefed up 
security measures in 
response to possible terror- 
ist actions. Jordanian offi- 
cials said Friday. 

‘■Security warnings had 
been in place throughout 
the region before the [U.S.- 
British] strikes on Iraq,” an 
official told the Jordan 
Times yesterday. 

According to another offi- 
cial, U.S. missions in the 
area had requested addi- 
tional security measures 
from their host countries 
following the bombings of 
the American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania in 
August. 

Osama Ben Laden, the 
Islamist Saudi billionaire 
alleged to have master- 
minded and financed the 
Africa bombings. has 
declared a “holy war” on 
the U.S. and its missions 
abroad. It is not yet clear if 
the security threat was 


related to Ben Laden’s dec- 
laration. 

But fears that domestic 
anger over the U.S.-British 
strikes against Iraq, which 
began midnight on Wednes- 
day, might fead to attacks 
on the embassy have also 
led to extra precautionary 
procedures, said the offi- 
cials. 

“We have reinforced pro- 
tection around all 
embassies that might be 
under threat,” said an offi- 
cial. 

Along with American 
organisations in the coun- 
try, Amman’s already heav- 
ily-guarded U.S. embassy 
was closed down on Thurs- 
day and continues to be sur- 
rounded by barricades. 
Extra police and security 
patrols are also posted out- 
side the mission. An Amer- 
ican embassy source said 
that it is still not clear 
whether the mission would 
be reopened on Sunday, fol- 
lowing its cusromaiy two- 
day weekend. 

According to an official, 
the timing of the embassy's 
security measures and the 


strikes against Iraq are 
"purely coincidental." The 
additional security arrange- 
ments are likely to remain 
after the attack on Iraq is 
halted. 

A Dec. 16 posting on Jor- 
dan's U.S. embassy site on 
the Internet, however, 
warns American citizens in 
the Kingdom to take "pru- 
dent personal security mea- 
sures." 

"Given the general situa- 
tion in the region, all U.S. 
citizens in Jordan should be 
especially cautious and 
aware of their surroundings 
at this time,” read the post- 
ing. 

“Although we know of no 
specific threats against the 
private American citizen 
community in Jordan, the 
embassy strongly recom- 
mends that U.S. citizens 
continue to take prudent 
personal security measures 
during this period." contin- 
ued the posting. 

• For its part, the British 
mission has not closed 
down, and security outside 
the compound appears to be 
unchanged. An embassy 


employee contacted by the 
Jordan Times declined to 
comment on whether addi- 
tional security arrange- 
ments had been undertaken. 

Both the American and 
British embassies, as well 
as other missions contacted, 
have said that they are urg- 
ing their citizens in the 
Kingdom to be cautious 
and to let them know of 
their whereabouts, but are 
not advising their nationals 
not to visit Jordan at this 
time. 

Israel's mission in 
Ammon, always heavily 
guarded by Israeli security 
personnel, has not taken 
any additional precautions 
but has wi messed tightened 
security by the Jordanian 
authorities, said an embassy 
source. However, he said, 
Jordan on Thursday closed 
its two border crossings 
with Israel that permit the 
entry of Israeli nationals. 

Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh denied the 
crossings have been closed, 
but said extra security pre- 
cautions have been taken on 
the border points. 


During regional awareness campaign on domestic violence 

Students urge government to enforce 
laws to protect women from violence 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Students, caking 
their cue from the country's 
first nationwide campaign on 
violence against women, have 
urged the government to 
enforce laws that safeguard 
women from possible abuse. 

More than J 00 students 
attending an awards ceremony 
held by the United Nations 
Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), also 
urged the government on 
Thursday to raise popular 
awareness on the issue by 
introducing it in school curric- 
ula. 

Educationalists and sociolo- 
gists attending the event said 
they wen? surprised by the stu- 
dents’ progressive reaction, 
apparently prompted by 
UNIFEM’s regional cam- 
paign, “A Life Free of Vio- 
lence: It is our Right," which 
was launched by HRH 
Princess Basma on Nov. 21 

"We are calling on the Min- 
istry [of Education] to include 
a weekly cultural class to edu- 
cate both male and female Stu- 


dents about violence against 
women in our society." a 15- 
year-old student told the gath- 
ering. 

The campaign activities in 
Jordan comprised essay and 
drawing competitions on 
domestic violence for students 
and student councils at govern- 
ment and private schools in the 
Kingdom, in addition to other 
events, which included a public 
march, a symposium on vio- 
lence against women and a 
roundtable to launch a recent 
study on violence against 
women. (See separate srotyi 

Addressing the students. 
Princess Basma said "It is 
important that you be our part- 
ners in changing negative 
trends to positive ones." 

She expressed appreciation 
to UNIFEM, the Ministry of 
Education and the student 
councils for their ‘important 
and vital role in shedding light 
on such an important and sen- 
sitive issue.” 

The student councils dis- 
cussed the four winning topics 
during Thursday’s event, 
which touched on the cam- 


paign’s theme, the effect of 
violence against women and 
means of dealing with it. and 
discussed a case that took place 
in the students’ surroundings. 

“I prepared a paper on the 
campaign's theme to defend it, 
because it is a human issue," 
said 12-year-old Najwa Obei- 
dau a student council member 
at the North Um A1 Sumaq 
school. 

In her paper, Obeidat, a sixth- 
grader. referred to (he ancient 
days when new-born girls used 
to'be buried by their fathers, 
until Islam came and gave 
women equality. 

But she asked in her paper 
"Why do people now practise 
more heinous violence such as 
threats, killing in the name of 
honour, family pressures and 
harm just because we are 
women? It is said that we are 
tile weaker side, although we 
are the more productive part," 
she said. 

"I call on you men- fathers, 
brothers and husbands, let 
females and women live under 
the shadow of your love and do 
not implant hatred and vio- 


lence in your children and 
grandchildren by practising 
violence against your mothers, 
wives and sisters.” Obeidai 
said 

Following the conclusion of 
the event. Princess Basma dis- 
tributed prizes to more than 40 
winning students who partici- 
pated in the competitions. She 
later opened a drawing exhibi- 
tion by students reflecting 
forms of violence against 
women. 

The event commemorates 
the adoption of the 50th 
anniversary' of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
and the fifth anniversary of the 
World Conference on Human 
Rights with its historic recogni- 
tion of "Women's Rights are 
Human Rights." 

Four Arab countries. Egypt. 
Lebanon, Palestine and Yemen, 
also held similar activities in 
their countries, which aimed at 
raising public awareness on the 
various forms of violence 
against women, such as 
domestic violence, crimes of 
honour, legal violence, female 
circumcision and others. 
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Protestant armed group 
begins disarmament 



BELFAST (AFP) — A 
Protestant armed group in 
Northern Ireland became 
the first paramilitaries to 
begin disarmament Friday, 
hours after a breakthrough 
in the implementation of the 
province’s April peace deal. 

The Loyalist Volunteer 
Force (LVF). which has 
been involved in a string of 
sectarian murders, delivered 
the guns, bombs and deto- 
nators to the international 
commission on disarma- 
ment in Belfast. 

The weapons were trans- 
ported to the commission's 
headquarters under police 
escort from Portadown, a 
Protestant stronghold town 
southwest of the city. 

In all four submachine 
guns, two pistols, two rifles, 
one sawn-off shotgun, two 
pipe bombs and accompa- 
nying detonators were 
handed in together with 350 
rounds of gun ammunition 
and 24 shotgun cartridges. 

Under the conditions of 
the disarmament the 
weapons were ground down 
or sawn up without being 
tested to discover if, how 
and where they have been 
used. 

Eyes immediately turned 
to other paramilitaries, par- 
ticularly the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
which has the largest arse- 
nal in Northern Ireland and 
earlier this month refused to 
begin weapons handovers. 

Under the April 10 peace 
deal all weapons are to be 
handed over within two 
years. 

Until now. a refusal by 
paramilitaries to begin dis- 
armament has been the 
biggest block in the peace 
process. 

Pro-British rule unionists 
have refused to convene 
Northern Ireland’s new 
government and sit round a 


table with Sinn Fein unless 
the IRA. its armed wing, at 
least starts decommission- 
ing weapons. 

Sinn Fein dismisses any 
talk of its seats in govern- 
ment being conditional on 
anything except popular 
support 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
welcomed the LVF s move. 
“It's clearly very welcome,” 
his official spokesman said. 

Canadian General John 
De Chastelain, who heads 
the disarmament body, said 
the handover was “modest 
but significant”. 

“What effect that will 
have on other paramilitary 
groups is up to them. 
Paramilitary groups them- 
selves will decide when 
they wish to hand over their 
weapons. 

The LVF’s go-between, 
pastor Kenny McClinton, 
who helped arrange 
Friday’s handovers, said: 
“The fact that the LVF has 
taken this first step has led 
the way ... (it) is proof posi- 
tive that the decommission 
process in Northern Ireland 
can and will work.” 

Before the handover was 
confirmed, British 

Secretary for Northern 
Ireland Mo Mowlam said: 
“Of course they can build 
them up again the next day. 

“But if they hand in some 
weapons, that’s a start and 
that may well lricksiait oth- 
ers to do it.” 

The LVF was formed in 
1996 in protest at a lack of 
armed Protestant response 
to the IRA's resumption of 
violence in February that 
year. 

It became known as the 
most ruthless and sectarian 
of the Protestant paramili- 
tary groups undei 1 the lead- 
ership of Billy Wright. 

It was held responsible for 
the murders of two Roman 


Catholic and Protestant 
friends earlier this year and 
for shooting dead a Catholic 
teenager as she lay in bed in 
her Protestant boyfriend's 
home. 

The move came hours 
after an agreement was 
reached by the province's 
political leaders on the 
structure of the new semi- 
autonomous government 
Unionists and pro-united 
Ireland nationalist negotia- 
tors agreed there should be 
10 government departments 
and six cross-border bodies. 

The deal, a si gnifi cant 
breakthrough in the imple- 
mentation of the historic 
April 10 peace deal which 
has been largely stalled for 
six months, was sealed after 
18 hours of talks at 
Stormont, outside Belfast 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair broke away from 
the Iraq crisis to negotiate 
with party leaders by tele- 
phone. 

The shadow government 
is to be given full powers in 
February or March. 

The agreement settle a 
number of different issues 
which have plagued the 
peace process. 

First the number of min- 
istries caused argument 
because it will determine 
how many cabinet seats go 
to Sinn Fein, political wing 
of IRA. 

With 10 ministries, the 
strength of its popular vote 
means Sinn Fein will have 
two ministers. 

The cross-border bodies 
are also a crucial element of 
the peace deal as they give 
the Irish government a say 
in the north's affairs for the 
first time, a key agreement 
demanded by nationalists. 

They will also be formed 
next year and have authori- 
ty in areas such as tourism 
and transport 


Albanian-language daily 
closes after warning 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
The oldest Albanian-lan- 
guage newspaper in Kosovo. 
Bujku. did not publish Friday 
after the Serbian government 
warned it and other newspa- 
pers to stop printing articles 
promoting “intolerance". 

Albanian-language media 
sources said Bujku was shut 
down after receiving a warn- 
ing from the Serbian 

Information Ministry 

Thursday afternoon. 

They said electricity was 
cut off at the {muting plant 
and the newspapers main 
offices. No one answered the 
phone at the Bujku office in 
Pristina. 

The other daily newspaper 
warned by the Setbian 

Information Ministry. Koha 
Ditore, published Friday and 
the editor said the daily would 
continue as long as it could. 

The newspaper carried a 
front-page copy of the letter 
and an article inside describ- 
ing the contents of the 
Information Ministry's warn- 
ing. 

Several newspaper vendors, 
both Serb and Albanian, did 
not display the newspaper 
Friday and only took a copy 
out from under their counters 
when it was specifically 


requested. 

Veton Surroi, editor in chief 
of Koha Ditore, told Reuters 
the paper would not change 
its editorial policy as demand- 
ed by Information Minister 
Aleksandar Vucic. 

‘We win continue as long 
as we can. But if they fine us 
a million dinars there is no 
way we can continue work- 
ing.” be said. 

Serbia passed an 
Information Law in October 
envisaging huge fines for arti- 
cles deemed to threaten con- 
stitutional orcier. 

Introduced as NATO threat- 
ened air strikes against the 
country over a Setbian crack- 
down in Kosovo, it has 
already muzzled several 
Belgrade-based newspapers 
critical of the government 

Vucic said in a warning let- 
ter sent to the two dailies and 
three other newspapers — 
one of which never received 
permission to publish and rwo 
which have stopped publica- 
tion — that they should 
rethink their editorial policies. 

“After analysing the articles 
printed in your newspaper we 
find you are calling for the 
constitutional rule and territo- 
rial integrity of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia to be 


destroyed,” said the letter, 
obtained by Reuters. 

It also accused the papers of 
trying to incite national race 
and religious intolerance. 

“So we warn you that you 
are obliged to immediately 
change your editorial policies 
according to the law... other- 
wise we will be forced to take 
appropriate measures,” the 
letter said 

Surroi said the measures 
involved court hearings and 
fines. 

The third Albanian-lan- 
guage daily newspaper in 
Kosovo. Kosova Sot, did not 
receive a warning letter, 
sources at the paper said 
Thursday. 

E thni c Al banians make up 
about 90 per cent of the pop- 
ulation in the southern 
province. Most would like to 
see split from Serbia after 10 
years of harsh direct rule by 
Belgrade. 

More than 1,500 people 
have been killed and 250.000 
left homeless amid fierce 
fighting this year between 
ethnic Albanian and Yugoslav 
security forces. 

A fragile ceasefire is being 
tested with at least 45 people 
killed in shootings and clash- 
es this week. 


The balloon carrying British tycoon Richard Branson and his former archrival U.S. 
Steve Fosse tt lifts off from Marrakesh In an attempt to fly non-stop around the world 
(Reuters photo) 

Branson, Fossett balloon 
begins record bid 


MARRAKESH, Morocco 
(R) — A balloon carrying 
British entrepreneur 
Richard Branson and his 
former American arch- 
rival Steve Fossett in a 
bid to fly non-stop around 
the world lifted off in 
clear blue skies Friday. 

A huge crowd, includ- 
ing Branson’s family, 
ga've t be three-member 
crew a colourful send-off. 
complete with traditional 
Moroccan music. Men on 
camels and horses circled 
the giant white- balloon as 
it lifted off from a 
Moroccan military air 
base near Marrakesh. 

Branson and Fossett, 
who linked-up to launch 
their record-breaking 
round-the-world balloon 
bid after several failed 
attempts with separate 
teams, were forced to 
postpone a lift-off on 
Dec. 4 because of wet 
weather. The two adven- 
turers were joined by co- 
pilot Per Lindstrand of 
Sweden. 

“The lift-off at 9.23 am 
(0923 GMT) was perfect 
with no last minute prob- 


lems," said Michael 
Kendrick, project manag- 
er of the British ICO 
satellite communications 
company which is spon- 
soring the event. 

“The balloon will hover 
above Marrakesh (south- 
ern Morocco) for around 
five hours before drifting 
eastwards towards 

Algeria,” he told Reuters. 

The Lake-off was slight- 
ly delayed because 
“Branson forgot his tooth 
brush at the hotel,” said 
Dave Partridge of ICO. 

Thursday. Kendrick said 
that the adventurers were 
determined to make it this 
time. 

“Now we have the best 
weather system. Both 
Branson and Fossett are 
very exited about it,” he 
said. 

Their route will cross 
over 20 countries, includ- 
ing Algeria, Libya, north- 
ern Iraq, Iran, India and 
Japan. 

“They are passing over 
northern Iraq because this 
is where the wind will 
take them.” Kendrick said 
when asked whether the 


adventurers were con- 
cerned about the U.S. and 
British air raids that 
began against Iraq 
Wednesday night. 

“We expect the trip to 
last 10 to 14 days and pro- 
ject it to land in Northern 
Europe,” he added. 

Virgin Group chief 
Branson's team failed to 
get off the ground a year 
ago when wind ripped 
their balloon from its 
mooring just few hours 
before the launch- from 
the same military base. 

The rogue balloon was 
later recovered, slightly 
damaged, in the Algerian 
desert. Fossett almost 
died last August when his 
balloon was caught in a 
thunderstrom and plunged 
8,840 metres into the 
South Pacific. 

Kendrick said the three- 
member team would cele- 
brate Christmas in the air. 

“They’ve got a little 
Xmas tree with some dec- 
orations, crackers and lots 
of water,” he added. 


Students demonstrate, security tight 
in parts of Indonesian capital 


JAKARTA (AP) — 
About 1,200 

Indonesian students 
Friday staged anti-gov- 
ernment rallies as 
troops blocked roads 
near the presidential 
palace and . other 
strategic sites in the 
wake of a clash 
between protesters and 
security officers. 

Extra police were 
also deployed near the 
ILS. Embassy amid 
fears of demonstra- 
tions in the predomi- 
nantly Muslim South 
East Asian country 
against the U.S. missile 


strikes on Iraq. 

Twenty activists from 
an Islamic student 
group rallied against 
the bombing outside 
the Jakarta headquar- 
ters of the United 
Nations. 

Separately, several 
hundred students 
marched from a cam- 
pus of the state-run 
University of Indonesia 
towards Parliament. 
They chanted anti-mil- 
itary slogans and some 
carried bamboo staves. 

Other groups of pro- 
democracy protesters 
drove through the city 


in buses and gathered 
at a park and a main 
intersection. 

Thursday, at least 
4,000 students singing 
“revolution until we 
die” attempted to 
storm tbe Parliament 
building. 

Hundreds were 
injured when police 
and soldiers stopped 
them with plastic bul- 
lets, batons and tear 
gas. 

The huge street battle 
came just hours after 
Indonesian President 
BJT- Habibie warned 
that the protests could 


lead to the breakup of 
the sprawling nation, 
the world’s fourth 
most populous coun- 
try. 

Friday, Habibie 
repeated his warning 
and urged Indonesians 
to exercise restraint. 

“We still see many 
cruel actions,” the offi- 
cial Antara news 
agency quoted him as 
saying at the state 
palace. “We still see 
how differences in 
opinion could lead to 
conflict involving the 
masses.” Indonesia is 
grappling with Us 


worst economic tur- 
moil in decades and 
has been plagued by 
political uncertainty as 
well. 

Habibie took over in 
May from authoritari- 
an President Suharto, 
who was dislodged by 
riots and protests 
against his 32-year 
rule. 

Yet students have 
kept up their protests 
since Suharto’s ouster, 
demanding that 

Habibie force the pow- 
erful military out of 
politics and put his 
predecessor and one- 


time mentor on trial 
for corruption. 

Nine students were 
killed Nov. 13 in dash- 
es with security forces 
during a government 
assembly that met to 

S ian an overhaul of 
uharto's rigid politi- 
cal system. Students 
said the reforms did 
not go far enough. 

Habibie has allowed 
political parties to 
form and has sched- 
uled parliamentary 
elections next year. He 
also has ordered an 
investigation into 
Suharto’s wealth. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope has flu, cancels meetings 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — Pope John Paul II cancelled all 
m eeti ngs scheduled for Friday after falling ill with influenza, 
his spokesman Joaquin Navano said. “The Holy Fader will 
not hold any of the planned audiences because of slight 
influenza,'’ be said in a communique. Tbe Vatican refused to 
comment Monday on the Pope’s health following a report in 
the U.S. magazine Newsweek which said he would soon no 
longer be well enough to preside at public masses. The Vatican 
has never recognised officially that the Pontiff, who will be 79 
in May, has Parkinson’s disease. Neither will officials discuss 
the issue of how long the Pope can continue with his work. The 
Pope is understood to be determined to preside over tfar Roman 
Catholic Church's ambitious plans to celebrate the miltemrium. 

Poiish legislators override 
presidential veto on secret files bill 

WARSAW (AP) — Polish legislators voted Friday to override 
President Aleksander Kwasniewski’s veto of a bill that would 
allow victims of Communist-era repression to see their secret 
police files. Kwasniewski's lawyer said later the president 
would sign tbe measure Friday afternoon. Legislators in the 
Sejm, tbe lower chamber of parliament, stood and applauded 
after the 282-164 vote that overturned the president's Dec. 12 
veto. The vote was a major victory for the governing coalition 
of parties linked to the Solidarity movement that toppled 
Communism in 1989 over Kwasniewski a former Communist. 

Georgia warns Abkhazians 
against attack on civilians 

TBILISI Georgia (AP.) — Georgia accused leaders of the 
breakaway province of Abkhazia Friday of planning to use 
force against ethnic Georgian civilians and threatened to 
respond with military action. “The Georgian authorities will 
not allow another bloody crackdown on the civilian popula- 
tion.” the government said in a statement released ro die media. 
It accused the separatist authorities of concentrating troops near 
Georgian-populated villages in Abkhazia's Ghali region in a 
bid to drive their residents out of the lush Black Sea province. 
Tbe Georgian interior and security ministries said they had put 
their forces on alert near Abkhazia, ordering them to intervene 
and protect civilians in case of Abkhazian attack. Abkhazian 
authorities have acknowledged sending additional forces to the 
Georgian-populated areas, saying the move Is intended to fight 
“Georgian terrorist groups.” Pro-Georgian militants have often 
attacked Abkhazian separatist forces in the province. Abkhazia 
drove out Georgian government troops during its 1992-1993 
war for independence and has run its own affairs since then, 
balking at return of more than 300.000 ethnic Georgian 
refugees. The province has remained restive, plagued by fre- 
quent clashes despite the presence of Russian peacekeepers 
who have monitored a (nice since 1994. Several tens of thou- 
sands refugees have returned to the province despite Abkhazian 
resistance, but were forced to flee again in May when 
Abkhazian forces attacked their villages. Some came hack 
when die fi ghting ended, and about 10,000 ethnic Georgians 
are now living in the province. 

Amphetamines, cocaine use 
rise in EU, report says 

LISBON (R) — Amphetamine and cocaine use is rising in 
Europe, but the rate of new AIDS cases is falling sharply due 
to new treatments which delay the progression of die disease, 
a report on drug problems in tire European Union said Friday. 
“Amphetamines (use) is continuing to rise, and is likely to be 
more significant in future than Ecstasy,” said the 1998 annual 
report of tbe Lisbon-based European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction fEMCDDA). It said use of 
Ecstasy, a drug commonly used in dance clubs, was no longer 
rising in member states where it appeared first and prevalence 
was higher but was still rising in other countries. There was a 
modest but steady rise in cocaine use, although prevalence 
remained low, the report said, while heroin use was increasing 
among some synthetic drug users. It said drug use was spread- 
ing from cities to small towns and rural areas in some mem- 
ber states. Tbe EMCDDA said rates of new AIDS cases was 
strongly declining as a result of treatments which delayed the 
progression of the illness, but earlier extreme optimism about 
these treatments bad been tempered recently. “As a conse- 
quence, AIDS reporting is becoming more an indicator of 
treatment uptake and less an indicator of HIV infection,” the 
report said. Tbe report said prevalence of HTV infection was 
stable or declining in most EU countries. 

China’s capital bans coal to stamp 
out pollution 

BELTING (R) — China's capital Beijing Friday banned the 
burning of coal and introduced new automobile emission stan- 
dards as part of a sweeping plan to stamp out pollution, state 
media said. Most buildings in Beijing are heated by coal- pow- 
ered stoves, which pump out choiring pollution and put the city 
near the top of a World Bank list of the world’s most polluted 
urban areas. Vice Mayor Wang Guangtaosaid tbe 19-point pro- 
gramme. which also included measures to cut air-bome dust 
created by rampant construction, would clean up Beijing's 
skies by the turn of the century. “All boilers w ithin the city cen- 
tre should now use clean fuel such as natural gas or liquefied 
petroleum gas.” the official Xinhua news agency quoted Wang 
as saying. During the winter, coal boilers produce 90 per cent 
of the city’s sulphur dioxide pollution. 50 per cent of the nitro- 
gen oxide pollution and 40 per cent of all suspended particles 
in the air, Xinhua said. Under the new regulations, organisa- 
tions using large boilers would be ordered to change fuel to 
low-sulphur coal which produces less smoke and sulphur 
dioxide. The rules would ban construction of new coal-burning 
facilities and mandate the impart of natural gas from China’s 
northern provinces of Shaanxi, Gansu and Ningxia to meet 
energy nosds. The plan also set strict new regulations govern- 
ing vehicle emissions which aimed to reduce nitrogen oxide 
pollution by 80 per cent, Wang told the state-run China Daily. 
He added that all budding sites would be walled off to limit the 
spread of dust from construction. “By using tough measures, 
the municipal government plans to improve the city's environ- 
ment by next year and even more so by the year 2000,” Wang 
said. 

Police say 11 dead 
in Siberian bus explosion 

MOSCOW (AP) — A bus exploded in central Siberia, killing 
at least 11 people, police investigating the incident said Friday. 
Police (fid not know how many people were on the bus. but 
had confirmed there were no survivors, according to the 
Interfax News Agency. Investigators speculate that a faulty 
fuel cylinder in the bus causal the explosion, which occurred 
as it passed a gas station m-JGselyovsk, about 3,000 kilome- 
tres east of Moscow. Still, police are still sear ching for possi- 
ble evidence of a criminal act, and offered a 50,000 ruble 
($2300) reward for significant evidence, the report said. 



World News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 19, 1998 



***% 
1 PNil 

5* 1 *¥& 

'- l 'rtUTiua s 


ininjLto^ 

w-ifiMSi 

l( 

■'un nipt 
‘"ihf'nfct 

r^Xjpsfcj 

' r ^'>n m ; 
«■* pn.'\iK* 

lit' faip 
1 "•• ujtnat 

>■ ^bUias 

i '•'■*.? ii-ffe 
.‘nocJi.,%1 
;ut( nia 
I'.l' nPUfia. 
• u . :•■!•/. i-ij- 

il. fi&lpS 
.iJ'JTj V, «R 

■lP' .»ike- 
:i: j .r4JU3a 
'. '-U ?.ia 
: -j’.i : ka . 
'jnTuft ; 


stamp | 


, •. V'i-" 


,. t i rj! ■ j 

" J ."l ?&'} 

!J. 

' -.p.rt''- 

V'-i: W? 

\ .. ,V 
" ..jW- 

V -J' U r 

• ..►■nr- 
.-p" 

..... p 

I .t'T •*. 

■ ■ ^ "i- 


•,L» “ 




-v v ■• 

W.t 1 , P' 

; " V nf 


United Nation Military Armistics Commission officers check the body of a North Korean frogman in the military 
port of Jinnae, South Korea. South Korean naval forces sank a North Korean submersible vessel in a predawn fire- 
light deep m southern territory Friday after which the body of an armed North Korean frogman was found 
(Reuters photo) 

South Korea says it sank a 
North Korean infiltration boat 


SEOUL (AP) — South 
Korean navy ships and 
planes chased and sank a 
North Korean speedboar in 
a gun battle Friday and 
began a sea and air search 
for its suspected mother 
ship. 

The body of a North 
Korean in a wet suit was 
recovered shortly after the 
sinking of the vessel, 
described as a low-slung, 
high-speed boat used to 
land or pick up spies. 

"We're now involved in 
reconnaissance operations 
to pursue the mother ship, 
which is believed to be out- 
side South Korean territori- 
al waters," Lt. Gen. Chung 
Young-Jin said. 

The office of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff had earlier 
described the sunken ship as 
a mini-submarine of a type 
commonly used by North 
Korea for espionage mis- 
sions. 

But Chung, commander of 
the Joint Chiefs' Operations 
Headquarters, told a news 
conference it was a speed- 
boat capable of carrying up 
to eight people. 

The craft was first spotted 
shortly before midnight 
Thursday as it approached 
Yosu, a small port 320 kilo- 


metres south of Seoul on the 
tip of the Korean Peninsula, 
he said. 

The boat then fled south- 
east for about 100 kilome- 
tres, pursued for nearly six 
hours by South Korean 
navy ships and air force 
planes, Chung said 

Finally hemmed in and 
illuminated by nearly 100 
flares dropped by a South 
Korean transport plane, the 
fleeing boat opened fire at 
the pursuing ships and was 
quickly sunk by return fire. 
Chung said. 

“We fired several warning 
shots, but the enemy craft 
continued to flee and fired 
at us. Therefore, we 
attacked and sank it," said 
Col. Hwang Dong-Kyu, a 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
spokesman. 

About two hours later. 
South Korean troops recov- 
ered the body of the North 
Korean. Chung said four 
men had been sighted on the 
boat, and Navy frogmen 
were searching for more 
bodies. 

There were no South 
Korean casualties. 

“The speedboat is 
believed io have been dis- 
patched to infiltrate agents 
into the South, pick up 


agents stationed in the 
South, or establish secret, 
espionage-relaied drop-off 
points," Chung said. 

He said it was believed to 
have been launched by a 
mother ship weighing 70 to 
100 tons, sailing out of the 
port of Nampo on North 
Korea's west coast. 

On shore. South Korean 
soldiers and police were put 
on high alert, increasing 
security checks for possible 
infiltrators from the boat, 
officials said. 

Chief presidential 

spokesman Park Jie-Won 
praised the swift military 
action and urged North 
Korea to stop armed provo- 
cations to promote peace on 
the peninsula. 

In Washington, U.S. 
National Security Council 
spokesman P.J. Crowley 
called the intrusion a "very 
serious matter." North 
Korea routinely uses sub- 
marines to drop off or pick 
up spies along South 
Korea’s long coastline, offi- 
cials said. 

Several have been detect- 
ed in recent years. 

In June, a 70-tonne Yugo- 
Class North Korean subma- 
rine was found in South 
Korean waters off the east 


coast with its propeller and 
periscope tangled in a fish- 
ing net. 

South Koreans later cut 
through the hatch with 
welding torches and found 
nine bodies, all shot dead in 
an apparent suicide pact. 
Seoul officials said the sub 
was on a spy mission. 

The latest incident comes 
as the United States is try- 
ing to defuse tension over a 
suspected North Korean 
nuclear weapons site. North 
Korea has rejected a U.S. 
demand for its inspection. 

North Korea claims that 
the facility under construc- 
tion at Keumjang-Ri north 
of the country’s capital, 
Pyongyang, is for civilian 
use, but U.S. officials sus- 
pect it to be nuclear-related. 

North Korea’s military 
has denounced the U.S. 
demand for inspection as “a 
declaration of war.’’ About 
37.000 U.S. troops are sta- 
tioned in South Korea under 
a mutual defence treaty. 

The Koreas were divided 
into the Communist North 
and the capitalist South in 
1945. They are still techni- 
cally at war, because the 
1950-53 Korean War ended 
in an armistice, not a peace 
treaty. 


Spain acts to kick-start Basque peace process 


MADRID i AFPl — 
Spanish Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar is to have 
jailed members of the 
Basque separatist organisa- 
tion ETA moved to prisons 
nearer home in a bid to 
kick-stan the peace process, 
the interior ministry said 
Friday. 

The ministry' said 21 ETA 
prisoners held on the 
Canary and Balearic islands 
and in Spain's north African 


enclaves would be moved to 
jails on the Spanish main- 
land before Christmas, but 
not to the Basque country. 
Observers say the move is a 
peace gesture by the gov- 
ernment after ETA — a 
Basque-language acronym 
for Basque Homeland and 
Freedom — called a cease- 
fire on Sept. 16. 

However the organisation 
is demanding that all 530 
ETA prisoners held 


throughout the country be 
moved to jails in ihe Basque 
country of northern Spain as 
one of the preconditions for 
a permanent peace settle- 
ment. 

Since ETA announced its 
truce, the Basque region has 
seen its longest period of 
peace in 30 years, however 
the peace process is bogged 
down amid suspicion on 
both sides. 

Around S00 people have 


been killed in ETA’s cam- 
paign of violence for a 
Basque homeland since 
1968. 

The government earlier 
announced ii was moving 
tour ETA prisoners into a 
Basque country jail and 
releasing another inmate 
early for health reasons. 
ETA said that gesrure was 
not enough to further the 
peace process. 


India’s Sonia Gandhi 
fires up Congress party 


NEW DELHI (Rj — India’s 
Sonia Gandhi Friday tired up 
her 113-year-old Congress 
party, urging party members 
to move forward and repair 
the damage done by the nine- 
month -old Hindu narionalist- 
led coalition government 

The Italian-born head of 
India’s oldest party' also 
moved to overhaul the 
Congress structure, setting 
aside a third of party positions 
for women, a fifth for back- 
ward and minority communi- 
ties and an independent 
authority to hold inner-party' 
elections. 

Delegates at a meeting of 
the All India Congress 
Committee, fresh from a tri- 
umphant showing in stale 
elections last month, show- 
ered praise and garlands on 
Sonia for putting the party 


back on its feet after losses in 
two successive national elec- 
tions. 

"Long live Sonia,., next year 
you wiU be prime minister." 
Congressmen gathered inside 
an indoor stadium for the 
party' conclave shouted as 
Sonia slammed Prime 
Minister Alai Behari 
Vajpayee’s shaky coalition. 

"In just eight months our 
diplomacy and foreign policy 
is in a shambles." Sonia said, 
referring to the coalition gov- 
ernment’s decision to go 
down the nuclear road. 

’The country has paid a 
heavy price for dismantling 
the foreign policy consensus, 
tried and tested friends have 
moved away," she said. 

India’s nuclear tests in May. 
followed by a similar cam- 
paign by arch-rival Pakistan, 


drew global outrage and 
brought sanctions by the 
United States and other coun- 
tries on both. 

A Congress government 
conducted India’s first nuclear 
explosion in 1974. The parry 
has said it applauded scientists 
for carrying out the range of 
nuclear tests in May. but it was 
committed to the country’s 
traditional policy of seeking 
uni venal disarmament 

Sonia counselled restraint 
and said her party favoured 
setting up a government of its 
own rather than entering into a 
coalition arrangement 

"We must stand on our own, 
aim to provide a stable gov- 
ernment of our own, the 
events of the past few months 
show that people are tired of 
fractious coalition," she said. 

Vajpayee’s minority coali- 


tion has been under pressure 
ever since his Bharatiya 
Janata Party was humiliaied in 
state elections in three key 
stares last month. 

“This is the beginning of a 
long journey, we must 
strengthen the party from the 
grassroots," Sonia said. 

The Congress leader said 
Vajpayee’s coalition was riven 
by dissent and had failed on 
the economy, law and order, 
and was intolerant. 

"Prices are rising, unem- 
ployment is rising, all this 
leads to an ominous situa- 
tion," she said. 

Half the districts of India 
were prone to terrorism, but 
there had been no attempt by 
the government to address the 
problems of the disaffected, 
she said. 


Kosovo truce 
appears unravelling 

. .. • L.l. IVIM0I 


RISTINA, Yugoslavia i AP) — 
he body of a prominent Serbian 
ffidal was found early Friday, 
‘si hours after he was kidnapped, 
pparauly by Kosovo Albanian 
uerriDas, Serb sources reported. 
The body of Zvonko Bojanic, 
£ district mayor of Kosovo 
olju, a town just 5 kilometre* 
wt of the provincial capital 
nstina, was found by the 
wince's main east-west road. 
e Serb-run Medra Centre said. 
The repeat did not say who 
wad the body but cited the Serb 
^rial’s family who witnessed 
ojanlc's abduction Thursday 
ight from his home in a nearby 
by five masked rebels in 
JShila uniforms. 

Although the rircumsiances of 


Albanian rebels vowed revenge 
for the killing of 36 guerrilla 
fighters in a bolder clash this 

weekend. 

Thursday. Serb police launched 
a strong crackdown on a suspect- 
ed rebel-controlled village, 
reponedly killing two ethnic 
Albanian fighters and capturing 
34 in a day-long battle. 

Serb authorities said they raid- 
ed the village of Glodjane in 
search of gunmen who slaugh- 
tered six young Serbs, including 
four teenacers, Monday in a bar 
in Pec. 75 kilometres west of 

Pristina. , . , 

Police also sealed off a north- 
western district of Pec as part of 
ibe sweep. An armoured person- 


American engineer, 
pilot die in plane 
crash in Philippines 


wa uniforms. SWS T * ” 7 officers 

tough the rircumsiances of nel cam ? - ^ a 

teth remained unclear and S 

wasito independent confir- ^ ,e ^e 'snipe^Sked 


DAET. Philippines (AP) — 
A twin-engine plane crashed 
into a mountain in bad 
weather, killing the pilot and 
an .American engineer on 
board, police said Friday. 

Police Superintendent 
Rogelio Granada said vil- 
lagers found the six-seater 
Beechcraft 95 hail' buried in 
mud late Thursday in 
Mabini. a mountain village 
on the outskirts of Daet town 
in Camarines del Norte 
province. 

Granada said the villagers 
began searching for the 
plane after seeing ii plunge 
into a mountain a day earlier. 
He said the pilot may have 
lost his way in the heavy rain 
and strong winds. 


Granada said villagers 
found the decapitated 
remains of two people, 
including the Filipino pilm 
and his passenger, who ua> 
later identified by U.S. 
embassy authorities in 
Manila as Mark Matrigali t*i 
Florida. No other detail 
were immediately available. 

Other identification docu- 
ments were lost or stolen b> 
local villagers, Granada 
added. 

Police in Daet earlier said 
Matrigali was from 
Melbourne. Australia, bui 
this was later denied by the 
Australian embassy in 
Manila. 

Daet is about 220 kilome- 
tres east of Manila. 


South Korea bans funding 
for human cloning research 


SEOUL ( AP) — South Korea 
banned funding for research 
into human cloning Friday, 
but admitted it can not stop 
“maverick doctors" from forg- 
ing ahead with the controver- 
sial procedure. 

The move came after a med- 
ical team at Seoul’s Kyonghee 
University announced earlier 
this week that it had success- 
fully cloned a human embryo 
in its initial stage of develop- 
ment 

The announcement caught 
the government off guard and 
sparked protest rallies. In 
downtown Seoul, 20 civic 
activists shook signs Friday 
and demanded a ban on 
human cloning research. 

One sign carried by a 
demonstrator depicted a row 
of identical mug shots and 
asked: "Which one is the real 
MeT’ 

"We were nor given any 
prior information about" the 


experiment by the Kyonghee 
University doctors, said Kim 
Ho-Sung, an official at the 
Science and Technology 
Ministry. "Our position is firm 
and clear There wall be no 
funding for any such 
research.” 

Bur Kim added the govern- 
ment planned no legal action 
against the scientists. 

“There will always be mav- 
erick scientists. We cannot do 
anything to stop them," he 
said. "They will be few in 
number and you do not burn 
down die whole house to kill a 
few fleas.” 

At the National Assembly, 
legislators prepared to pass a 
new law next month banning 
research on human cloning 
except for research on cancer 
or other diseases. 

"The law will not punish 
anybody but will have a 
strong warning effect on the 
few scientists who are inter- 


ested in cloning research." 
said Rep. Rhee Shang-Hi, 
who spearheaded the legisla- 
tion. 

But civic organisations 
charged the legislation would 
do nothing to stop human 
cloning research because it 
does not call for penalties and 
provides no clear dividing line 
between cloning research and 
similar scientific work. 

"We musr stop scientists 
seeking commercial benefits 
and cheap heroism, like those 
at Kyonghee University." 20 
civic groups said in a joint 
statement. 

Dr. Lee Bo-Yeon, a profes- 
sor at the fertility clinic of 
Kyonghee University 

Hospital said he conducted 
the experiment to help infer- 
tile patients and said cloning 
human embryos should be 
encouraged to create replace- 
ment oigans. 

But he said he would not 


conduct further experiments 
until legal and ethical disputes 
were resolved. 

Lee’s team replaced the 
nucleus of a woman’s egg 
with the nucleus of one of her 
body cells, transferring her 
DN A to the egg. 

The team then cultivated the 
egg until it grew into four 
cells, an early embryonic 
stage. 

American cloning experts 
said it was the first time they 
knew of that human DNA had 
been transferred from a body 
cell into a human egg, with the 
egg then developing into 
embiyonic cells. 

Body cells, as opposed to 
eggs or sperm, contain the full 
complement of a person’s 
DNA. 

But they added the experi- 
ment was stopped too early to 
determine whether it would 
grow into a viable embryo, 
much less a human foetus. 
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to Gaza. 


MONDAY AND FRIDAY 
Departure: Amman (Marka) 1:30 p.m. 
Arrival: Gaza International 3:00 p.m. 
Departure: Gaza International 4:00 p.m. 
Arrival: Amman (Queen Alia) 5:30 p.m. 

For more information, call Royal Wings 
or 

any Royal Jordanian office. 
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Useful initiative 

APART FROM the Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami’s call for an 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) initiative to end the current U.S.- 
Britisb attack on Iraq, the international 
community seems to be unable to take any 
action to stop the bloodshed. 

The U.N. Security Council appears pow- 
erless due to the obvious fact that both 
Washington and London, the initiators of 
the aerial and missile attacks on Iraq, would 
veto any attempt by the council to inter- 
vene. Moscow, Beijing and to a lesser extent 
Paris are on record as opposed to the “uni- 
lateral actions" of the U.S. and Britain 
which were never endorsed or even dis- 
cussed by the Security Council. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin has gone 
to the extent of calling for a review of his 
country’s relations with NATO and threat- 
ened to halt the process of endorsing 
START II agreement In a show of unprece- 
dented unity, the Russian Duma condemned 
the attacks on Iraq and called for an imme- 
diate end to the bombing of the country. 
The Arab World, however, appears woeful- 
ly divided even though the Arab League has 
condemned the U.S.-Britisb attacks and sev- 
eral Arab capitals have made their opposi- 
tion to the attack on Iraq loud and clear. 

Here in Jordan, both His Majesty King 
Hussein and Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, spoke out in favour of diplomacy, 
legitimacy and restraint in dealing with the 
situation. The Monarch and the Crown 
Prince had the interest and welfare of the 
Iraqi people at heart and in mind when they 
called for an immediate end to the bombing. 

Still when the dust settles, the internation- 
al community must look beyond the current 
wave of armed conflict in the Gulf. This is 
where the Iranian initiative could be most 
useful and productive. On the military 
front, since Washington and London claim 
that the objective, of their smart bombs is to 
completely wipe out all Iraqi capabilities to 
produce weapons of mass destruction, then 
there is no further need for UNSCOM or 
the continuation of the sanctions regime 
against the Arab country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Raja Issa condemned the U.S. and British 
missile strikes on Iraq, calling it "barbaric” behaviour at 
the end of the 20th century. Who gave the authority to 
these two countries to rule the world, bomb whoever 
they want and support whoever they like, Issa asked? It 
is not true that the U.N. Security Council was the party 
that gave permission to both countries to do so, because 
more than half of the council’s five members pro- 
nounced themselves dissatisfied with the situation. If 
Clinton wants to continue his policies against Iraq, let 
him do so on behalf of his country, and not the Security 
Council, said Issa, and do so in order to achieve the 
U.S. objectives of controlling oil in the region, protect- 
ing Israel and postponing the vote on impeachment. 

Al Dustour’s editorial said that the two-day U-S.-U.K. 
offensive against Iraq is nothing but Anglo-Saxon 
aggression without ethics or international legitimacy. 
The attack was spiteful and vengeful against a country 
that once dared to threaten Western control of oil in the 
region and Israel — the most important factors to 
Western interests. Ill-intentions to attack Iraq are long- 
established, claimed the paper. It is obvious that mili- 
tary arrogance is behind the strikes, that, in fact, are 
against all Arab and Muslim countries, whose people 
have expressed anger, protest and disappointment, the 
paper said. No doubt the attacks will create a series of 
public outbursts, which, added the paper, hopefully will 
develop into a unified official stand. 


NOW THAT Cruise missiles and 
B117 bombers hit Takrit and 
Baghdad with “surgical precision!!.” 
and no matter how objectively we 
by, it is almost impossible to accept 
the U.S. logic behind the military 
action against Iraq. 

Jor danian s might express their 
condemnation verbally at indoor ral- 
lies. but no one is expected to take to 
the sheets and violently express bis 
or her anger that the oil supply has 
been cut or die Trefoil border points 
with Iraq have been closed. 

Indeed, it would be very shot! 
sighted, yet easy, to reach the con- 
clusion that the hundreds of missiles 
fired at Iraq from American war- 
ships in the region provided a con- 
venient smoke screen for President 
Clinton to force a postponement of 
the congressional vote on impeach- 
ment and by to shore up support 
among lawmakers. That may or 
may not be the case. We will not go 
into that But we are indeed con- 
cerned that the Clinton administra- 
tion, whose involvement in Middle 
Eastern affairs has perhaps exceeded 
that of any of its predecessors, does 
not seem to have sufficiently under- 
stood the Arab mind, to realise that 
those “surgical pin-point strikes!!" 


Li. RAHIL 


over the last seven years only man- 
aged to strengthen Saddam Hussein 
rather than topple him. Washington 
has not learnt its lessons of bow to 
look at the Arab Worid in the right 
perspective. And, regardless of the 
complexities and chequered record 
that add a certain uniqueness to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict we cannot but 
draw parallels between the 
American approach to Israel and 
Iraq in terms of the two countries' 
compliance with mandatory 
Security Council resolutions. 
Indeed, it is an old stcxy dating back 
to the Gulf crisis itself. 

We can only scorn the cheek of the 
Clinton administration, including 
the president and his top diplomats 
and aides, to stand there and cite, 
without batting an eyelid. Iraq's 
"defiance” of the international com- 
munity as represented by the 
Security Council as the reason for 
the military strikes against that 
country. 

More pathetic indeed is the appar- 
ent inability of tbe international 
community to step up and ask in tbe 
same breath what action 
Washington intends to adopt in tbe 
case of Israel which, unlike Iraq, 
has openly declared that it is in no 


mood to implement Security' 
Council resolutions come what may. 

Clinton and his aides speak of the 
human rights violations of the 
regime of Saddam Hussein, and 
inrippri there are as many as in some 
of the countries that are allies of 
Washington, like, for example. 
Israel which bolds nearly 2-5 mil- 
lion Palestinians to ransom, control- 
ling them through sheer brute force 
and abusing every' norm and prac- 
tice of every international conven- 
tion on human rights. 

We hear Clinton and his aides 
describe Iraq as a threat to its neigh- 
bours. We condemned Saddam’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990, as the 
most glaring manifestation of that 
threat." But we also have Israel 
which not only continues to occupy 
the territories of others, but also to 
unleash its military might on at least 
one of its neighbours at wilL 

The list ran go on and on. but it is 
not going to make the least bit of dif- 
ference to Washington, which will 
continue to argue that there are glar- 
ing differences between Israel and 
Iraj. Yes, we do agree that there is at 
least one glaring difference: Israel 
happens to be a “strategic ally” of 
the United Stares whereas Iraq poses 
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Dr. Musa Keilani 

a serious challenge to American 
“strategic polificaL economic and 
militar y’’ interests in Kuwait. Saudi 
Arabia and the region. 

a gaine r rhat backdrop, we see as 
only nonsense U.S. utterances about 
Iraq’s non-compliance with UN. 
demands, alleged threats that Iraq 
poses to regional security and so- 
called human rights violations of the 
Iraqi regime. But what is worse is 
the obvious reality that each and 
every Ameri can official who cites 
them knows very well that these are 
only very convenient excuses to jus- 
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of a different direction let 
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Outrage at strikes on Iraq 


Compiled by Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Local columnists expressed anger and outrage at the 
American-led air strikes against Iraq and criticised 
some Arab regimes for their cowardly reactions. 


Al RaTs Faded Eanefc discussed the recent mis- 1 
sile attacks against Iraq and called on Egypt and ; 

Syria to take clear positions on the issue since they 
gave the American administration a pretext for the 
1991 attacks. He sad it is necessary that Egypt and 
Syria announce their opposition to the attacks after . 
American claims that bcxh countries support the attack 
and hold Iraq responsible for failing to beed United Nations 
resolutions. Fanek slammed Clinton for the atrocious attack s killing 
civilians. He described it as an attack against the whole Arab nation 
not only Iraq. Clinton decided to launch the air strike at this specific 
time to divert attention from the Lewinsky affair and delay tbe vote 
by the Congress on his impeachment, sad Fanek. Ironically, the 
American administration and its cow tail Britain, claim they 
attacked Iraq to protect its neighbours, yet Jordan and Iran — Iraq’s 
neighbours — opposed the attacks, said Fanek, while the missiles 
launched at Baghdad came from the Red Sea. not Saudi Arabia. 
Iraq's third neighbour. The Arab World is obliged to Clinton for not 
starting “killing and destroying the life of Iraqis” during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. The Arab and the Muslim worlds are very con- 
cerned that the Iraqis should start their tasting whilst lacing death 
and destruction, said the writer. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Taher Odwan classified .Arab reactions to tbe 
air strikes into three categories. First, there are countries which curse 
and protest According to Odwan, these countries are not influential 
under American sanctions or need good relations with Washington 
and Israel. The second category are the countries silent from fear. 
They lack courage and the political will to oppose. The third cate- 
gory of Arab countries keep silent in order to please Washington and 
benefit from such silence, or coaspire with the American and British 
administrations regardless of how long the attacks continue and how 
many Iraqis die. said- Odwan. A quick review of those positions 
reflect the fact that tbe U.S. controls the entire region. It is regrettable 
that some Arab journalists and political analysts have expressed sim- 
ilar opinions to the Israeli and Americans who support Clinton, said 
Odwan. Under the current circumstances, we must question whether 
we are a united An* nation . said Odwan. The writer called on Arab 
countries to hold a general Arab summit and end the current sham- 
bles. 

Al Dustour in its editorial slammed the American administration for 
the air strikes against Iraq, saying it is a primitive way of dealing with 
problems. The Arabic daily said the American move sets a negative 
example for other countries to follow, to turn to violence instead of 
finding diplomatic solutions to rifts. Washington has been trying to 
find excuses to strike Iraq from the beginning of the year. The latest 




repot by Richard Butler, the chief of UNSCOM. was 
what tbe U.S. had waited for. said Al Dustour: The 
paper called on die United Nations Security Council 
to prevent the American leadership from these bar- 
barous acts and from further killing of Arab civil- 
ians. The paper charged that no strikes can facil- 
itate tbe UNSCOM mission in Iraq; they only 
lead to further destruction and death. Al Dustour 
called on Arab countries, mostly the eight coun- 
tries that held Iraq responsible for the air strikes 
after, they said. Iraq felled to honour its commit- 
ments to tbe U-N„ to voice their anger and stand 
against tbe American aggression. 

Al RaTs Mufid Nahleh said Iraqi children are suffering alone in 
their plight while the rest of the worid helplessly observes the 
“hideous” American and British attacks. The Iraqi children have 
been dying under the crippling sanctions and waiting in vain for 
Arab, Muslim or international intervention to deliver diem from their 
agony. But “nobody goes, nobody comes.” said NahJeh. The 
American and British leaderships know that Iraq does not have any 
weapons of mass destruction, be churned. It is tbe Iraqi children 
are paying tbe price of American determination to overthrow Sadam 
Hussein and Washington only wants to satisfy Israel and the Jewish 
lobby by destroying any power in tbe region that could threaten 
Israel said Nahleh. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s Saleh Qallab said it is not enough to protest and 
reject tbe strikes, because such reactions are useless and will not pre- 
vent them. The writer said that Arab countries have been slamming 
the .American administration for seven years, yet tbe reality remains 
fee same. Clinton was determined to attack Iraq regardless of Arab 
feelings. Qallab said. Tbe writer ruled out arty possibility that the 
American-led attack wfl] topple Saddam Hussein. The Iraqi leader- 
ship is supported by Ba'ath Party members, which comprise up to 
one milUon people, and is also backed by an army of one million sol- 
diers , Qallab said. If the Arabs really want to help Iraq through this 
crisis, they should find abetter way to do so.Thepobcy of verbal 
attacks is failing, said the writer If the Arabs continue acting like 
“chickens” they will continue to allow tbe American polity of divide 
and conquer; warned Qalah 

Al Ra’i in its editorial lashed out at the American administration for 
the strikes on Iraq calling them flagrant violations of worid noons 
and legitimacy. The current ‘world' order has proved to be failure 
and a non-biased order needs to be ban, demanded tbe Arabic daily. 
The continuation of the attacks is aretum to the stone age were force 
was always the solution to disagreement. Choosing force has always 
proved to be wrong and short righted, said Al Ra’i. The attack on 
industrial and residential areas, built in tough years for fee Iraqi peo- 
ple proves the fact that the aim of fee strikes is not to overthrow 
Sadam or to force Iraq comply wife fee- Security Council resolu- 
tions. 


A JORDAN TIMES article published 
Thursday headlined “Survey finds sup- 
port for tally planning among religious 
leaders" said that “Johns Hopkins 
University offered financial assistance" 
to support fee National Population 


Correction 

Commission’s family planning strategy. 
The sentence should have read Johns 
Hopkins University will provide “tech- 
nical assistance" to fee progr amm e. In 
additon. die article- said that participants 
to a USAID-funded workshop rated 


Jordan's .family planning strategy as the 
most outstanding of its type in Asia and 
fee Near East. The sentence should have 
read that Washington rated fee strategy 
as fee most outstanding in fee two 
regions: 


Some ‘serious’ 
considerations 


IT MAY be a remarkable thing, or 
not. depending on your enthusiasm 
for asinine writings, that this column 
made it to print this week. 1 have to 
adnffl that I wzs tempted oot even to 
write an article at tins time. After all 
during certain situations, such as fee 
bombing campaign currently going 
on in Iraq, erne’s thoughts fern to 
slightly more moose topics than 
easy targets of editorial wrath and 
chea p humour. That being said, fee 
U.S . -British mffitary campaign 
against Iraq has presented a plethora 
of subjects upon which many (very, 
very many) have offered fear opin- 
ions and analyses, and I fed feat fee 


Out of Order 


against Iraq has presented a plethora Brian BrOWfl ^i 

of subjects upon which many (very. C2f*‘‘ 

very many) have offered fear opan- prog ram me were used effican^no 
ions and analyses, and I fed feat rite Iraqis would die. This may beW, 
circumstances demand some sort of but fee fact remains fete they ms’i 
response. So what follows, for fee and there is no other sdutknlxiig 


authority could be so vicious and such industriousness, 
cynical Money: As noted above, wife tese 

While I consider myself a “soi- continued crises, fee leadership is 
ous” person, the feet remains that the fee only party in Iraq raking in fe 
US. has engaged in many activities money. Who, fee question may be 
that can be considered conspiracies: asked, makes revenues on the tfter 
fedhtating Operation Coodor in ride? Sending forces halfway 
South America in tbe 1970s, engj- around tte worid is quite expensive- 
nearing fee coup that brought the The cost of firing enrisemis^i^ 
shah back to power in Iran in the foreign countries is rot cfe#- 
1950s, and intervening in Cambodia Massive propaganda campaigns, no 
during the Vietnam war ae bet a few both sides, to convince people ctf ft* 
examples. And, alas, vicious behav- need to sacrifice therredvesandofe' 
lour has not been excluded either: ers in tbe cause of war and deafest 
training death squads in Central leaders back a pretty penny, or diKt 
America, feeding mentally-retarded as the case may be. Everyone 
people radioactive substances to the people paying: who are feejco- 
determine possible effects of nuclear pie ta king 1 ) 

Moot, and testing nuclear weapons Ttesearejustafewtftbesul^ 
in fee vety close proximity of sol- I have been thinking about fblfow^ 
diets (fee targets of the last two talks with other people upset byte 
examples, by fee way, were course of events between te 
Americteis) are some episodes feat American, Iraqi and ■’British govern* 
come to mind But, ooce again, since menis. Naturally, these ae solely my 
I am “serious, I feel feat I must urge opinions and do rot necessarily 
readers to also be "serious” and not reflect fee policies of atycw I te? 
to rush to any conclusions on what is count as an associate or frkwlTtey 
going on tow m Iraq based on these certainly don’t represent feepo&fc 

of ray government.. Qne ney be 
The supposed targets of tempted to heed the demands -ft* 


such industriousness. 

Money: As noted above, wife tese 
continued crises, fee kadoship is 
the only party in Iraq raking in te 
money. Who, fee question may be 
asked, makes revenues on the dter 
side? Sending forces half*®/ 
around the wotW is quite expensive. 
The cost of firing cruise missflesin® 
foreign countries is rot ;cfe^ 
Massive propaganda campaigns, oo 
both sides, to convince people cf 
need to sacrifice themsdvesandofr 

ers m tbe cause of wte and death set 
leaders back a petty penny, or tfifflt 

as fee case may be. Evetyene knew* 
the people paying: who are fee [peo- 
ple taking? 

These are justa few of fee strfjje® 
I have been thinking about folkw^ 
talks wife other people upset byte 
course of events between te 


reflect fee policies of anyone I tey 
count as an associate or fijeod-Th^ 


feis mfetaty adventire and fee dght- 

year sanctions are the regime and 
weapons of President Saddam 
Hussein, who cares as much about 
fee Iraqi people as fee “smart” 
bombs hitting Baghdad. But fee 
ones who have actually beat tott- 
ed over fee last eight yeas are Iraqis, 
The sanctions regime has mad? 
Saddam and his oonies rich while 


faith made by various -leados, to 
believe in just causes, iiX the whok 
mess makes fee “serious’’ poSJ 
more likely to rally behind the wot® 
of poet^xSlitical commentator I# 
Ving: There's too many of us; dean 
out this place; we cm aD use 
money. Let’s have a war. 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
Necessary Illusions, by -.NOW 


paa have, critic of US. poGdes, bothdonustx 
^patently, done little to weaken fee and festn iBaaotP 

“depradmo" j.- j ? I*™ 6 *! 31 treatment of varum issues, jhfflj 

fcgrahng this formidable aimed Central America to IsmeLTlascol- 

t^ofessaysisthejirtM«fc 
*>n book to have been ind*& 

™i,?J^ ycn ^ theIrai P among Jiesded list of vorks cto- 

what aacfr?tf ° D ^ hasioasJc * tM enough to merit ouidio^ 
3«^iljepointnow?A RECOMMENDS) 

the Oil-fcr-food mented± may be shocking. 
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readership’s edification and itrita- offered. Hew chi Saddam be vififiai 
tion-arejust a few notes on fee entire as an evil tyrant whocaresrici% 
situation. about his people, on fee 

Conspiracy theories: The subject then be expected to hoocitf a 
of conspiracy theories has raised its humanitarian agreement to fed 
ugly bead again following U8. them, on fee ofeer?^ The Iraqi people 
President Bill Omton’s aufeorisa- ae fee ones targeted, fee cnewtiti; 
rim for fee strikes against Iraq, mately held to account for their iaf 
Clinton, as we all know, was coinri- ers’ policies. -J; 

dentally scheduled to begin facing Dedication: No mteta: wha wadi- 
impeachment proceedings in wide opnrirn is of fee US* it must 
Congress the very day after tbe mis- be adtmtted feat fee people raoniqg 
sales began raining down on it tee a hatri-wodring bundL The 
Baghdad. This remaritable coaver- president finds time to conduct s™ 
gence of events kd many, including while at the same time fighting J 
prommem American politidffls, to legal battle against “high crimes aw! 
questioa the president's exact motive misdemeanoras.” His opponents, 
behind fee timing of the attacks. Bia, meanwhile, are moving closer to 
as Clinton himself pointed out, no ousting tbe most powerful man in 
“serious” person would believe that the world from his job while sin»il- 
he ordered military action to divert taneously waging no-bolds-baned 
attention away from fee impeach- political infighting for fee teats of 
meat proceoings or sex scandals or fee American public. I dare say tte 
any such thing. Others believe feat many countries sound fee wsil 
no person in such a position of coaid leant a lesson or tvtofiom 
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PNA contains pro-Iraq protests 
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BETHLEHEM (AP) — 

Mindful of the recent blos- 
soming in relations with the 
United States, Palestinian 
authorities moved Friday to 
contain protests against the 
bombing of Iraq. 

Protesters throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
gathered after Friday 
prayers to protest the joint 
U:S.-British airstrikes on 
Iraq- 

The largest turnout was in 
Nablus, where thousands 
marched through the city 
chanting "America is under 
our feet" and "Britain is an 
enemy of God." The 
aiistrikes began late 
Wednesday night after a 
United Nations report con- 
cluded that Iraq was not 
cooperating with inspectors 
seeking to contain its 


weapons-of-m ass-destruc- 
tion capability. 

The Nablus protesters 
shouted slogans against the 
recent Palesrinian-U.S. rap- 
prochement. Some 

marchers shook their fists 
in the air when they saw 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat's helicopter 

approach. 

Most protesters belonged 
to activist Islamic groups, 
bur some belonged to 
Arafar's Fateh movement. 

Palestinian police stopped 
the marchers from heading 
toward an Israeli-controlled 
area of the West Bank, 
where the protesters had 
hoped to confront Israeli 
troops. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) is anxious 
to be seen as abiding by the 


U.S. -brokered Wye River 
accords with Israel. 

President Bill Clinton vis- 
ited Israel and the Palestin- 
ian areas earlier this week 
to try and break the dead- 
lock in the accords. 

Palestinians, especially 
pleased by his hints of 
approval of Palestinian 
statehood, want to sustain 
the newly-friendly ties. 

Israel was to have with- 
drawn from West Bank ter- 
ritory Friday as part of the 
Wye accords. On Wednes- 
day, Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
he would miss the deadline 
and not move until he saw 
Palestinians were contain- 
ing anti-Israel violence. 

Any anger Palestinians on 
the street might have felt by 
the missed deadline was 


swallowed up by the pro- 
Iraq protests. 

In Manger Square in 
Bethlehem — where just 
days ago, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton was greeted 
rapturously — several hun- 
dred marchers shouted 
"Death to Clinton." Protest- 
ers burned a U.S. flag. 
Palestinian security briefly 
detained an Associated 
Press writer for pho- 
tographing the flag-burn- 
ing. and released him on 
condition that he not take 
pictures of other anti-U.S. 
actions. 

After the demonstration, 
the marchers threw stones 
at Israeli troops guarding 
the entrance to the city, just 
south of Jerusalem. 

The troops responded 
with rubber-coated metal 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian police acknowledged 
fiiday that a former top nuli- 
taiy commander from the 
Islamist greup Hamas escaped 
from a Gaza jail last week just 
three days before the historic 
visit here by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

Adnan AI Gbul who Israel 
considers (he right-hand man 
of top Hamas military leader 
Mohammad Deif, broke out of 
ftis jail cell late last week and 
has been hunted by Pales tinian 
police ever since, security offi- 
cials told AFP. 

Isaeli mflirary officials told 
(be Haaretz newspaper they 
believe Ghul was behind the 
planting of a large bomb found 
late Thursday by Israeli sol- 


diers near an army patrol route 
along the border berween 
Israel and the Gaza Strip. 

But the Palestinian officials 
said Ghul had been ill for 
some time and no longer plays 
a role in the military branch of 
Hamas, acronym for the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Israel suspects GhuJ of 
involvement in a wave of sui- 
cide bombings against Israel in 
1995 and 1996 and it initiated 
a security alert after being 
informed by Palestinian police 
of his escape. 

Israeli and Palestinian secu- 
rity officials said Ghul was an 
expert in collecting explosives 
and assembling bombs and 
Israel suspects him of provid- 
ing logistical support to sui- 


cide bombers. 

The bomb found late Thurs- 
day in Gaza was made from an 
anti-tank mine connected to 
six kilograms of explosives 
and was apparently designed 
to explode as an Israeli patrol 
passed by. an army spokesman 
said. But a Palestinian security 
official cast doubt on the 
Israeli army version as Pales- 
tinian liaison officers had not 
been allowed to inspect the 
device as is usually the case. 

Ghul was initially arrested 
by Palestinian police follow- 
ing suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Feb- 
ruary and March 19%. 

But he was acquitted by a 
Palestinian security court and 
then recruited into the security 


forces as were a number of 
senior Hamas activists as part 
of a Palestinian National 
Authority bid to coopt the 
opposition movement. 

Ghul was rearrested in 
March but it was not clear 
what the charges were against 
him. 

Israeli security sources 
believe Ghul is the lop aide to 
Deif, who is Israel’s most 
wanted man and whom the 
Palestinian National Authority 
agreed to arrest as part of die 
stalled Wye River peace agree- 
ment reached last October. A 
senior officer told reporters the 
army had previously only seen 
such bombs in south Lebanon 
and never before in the ftties- 
tinian territories. 
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Regent: We are saddened, pained over Iraq tragedy 


(Continued from page I) 

"That is the exchange that 
took place this morning with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
wbo directs and blesses the 
fruitful and principled stands 
of Jordan which represents 
die continuity of Arab renais- 
sance and the Great Arab 
Revolt.” 

Earlier Thursday the Regent 
and visiting Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat held talks 
and issued a joint statement 
expressing grave concent over 


the escalation of the Ameri- 
can-Briosh strikes against Iraq 
and voiced their full solidarity 
with the Iraqi people. 

The joint statement called 
for efforts to stop the situation 
from deteriorating and to 
resolve the dispute by political 
means under international 
law. 

“The two sides call for the 
respect for the sovereignty of 
Iraq and its independence and 
the unity of its territory, which 
are basic elements to guaran- 
tee the security and stability of 


the region." the statement 
said. 

The Regent and Arafat dis- 
cussed the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process; 
and according to the joint 
statement, they demanded the 
full implementation of the 
Wye River accord and in 
accordance with its timetable. 

Following an extraordinary 
session, the Jordanian govern- 
ment issued a statement about 
the developments in Iraq. 

“The Council of Ministers 
expresses its grave concern 


over the situation in Iraq and 
the use of military frxce 
which can only increase the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
who have been the victims of' 
the U.N. sanctions.” the state- 
ment added. 

It said “military force can- 
not guarantee a solution to tbe 
question of weapons of mass 
destruction and a solution 
requires the pooling of all 
serious efforts to contain the 
situation and ensure the sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity 
of die Iraqi people.” 


The Saturday Crossword 



ranow iwi- atama — - 

By Robert H. Wolfe, North Woodmere, New York 


ACROSS 

1 Literary snippets 
4 Craps shooter 
9 Speech proUem 
13 Huns' leader 

19 Buddy 

20 Cognizant 

21 Opposed to: prof- 

22 Del rosier 

23 Crude shelter 

24 Green beans 

25 H.S. junky's exam 

26 Son of William the 
Conqueror 

27 Church song? 

31 Actress Lupioo 

32 Jumps ihe traces 

33 Inventor Whitney 

34 Lflte leftovers 

36 Can. province 

37 Page number 

40 Bairy and Nelson 

43 Writing toots 

44 Writer Asch 

46 Audible breaths 

47 Drunkard 
4ff _ Lanka 

51 Barceteta tune. 
“Mana 

52 Sioux tribe 

53 Prickled 

56 * -United States 

Marshal' 

56 Auction action 
60 Clan 

. 62 Gabor sister 

63 Frufty quaffs 

64 starts 

. 67 Holiday seasons 
66 Petite address 
68 Actor Neeson 

70 Mournful cries 

71 Jane Wyman film 

72 Stones Nt *Honky 
_ Women' 

73 Goft 3 . 4 , or 5 

74 Red pepper pod 

75 TJmfcf: var. 

76 Formerly 

77 End of a fflgN. 
maybe: abbr. 

7$ French city known 

tetextfes 

79 Ptfcfi call tetters 

80 Atmosphere 
dement 

62 Shut forcefully 


84 Infamous tsar 
88 Glass vial 
39 Draft tetters 

80 M-m-m-m goodt 

81 Appears 
92 Peter Pan's 

creator 

04 First rad. often 
98 Egyptian com 


97 Jazz style 

98 Pet protection grp. 

102 Attribute' 

104 Pod starter? 

106 Final remarks 

108 O.T.book 

109 Glasses- wear &r's 
song? 

114 Philippine seaport 

116 Augustin Parte 

117 Of pan of toe eye 
prel. 

n8 Civil War side: 
abbr. 

119 Chopping device 

120 Indian gown 

121 North Dakota city 

122 Neighbor of Leb 

123 Dorothy of 
mysteries 

124 Church projecton 

125 Hammerheads 

126 Moon car 

DOWN 

1 Garden pests 

2 upsei stomach 

3 Tabernacle tables 

4 __Lama 

5 Bounty hunter's 
song’’ 

6 Short negliges 

7 Quod — 
demonstrandum 

0 Those not Bsied 

g Element ot^a 
iscket 

10 Animate 

11 Arctunjs or Alpha 
Centauri. eg- 

12 Pocketed bread? 

13 University Of 
Georgia's city 

14 Over yonder 

15 CuretudB 

16 Duty Rogers 

to Haromerslem < 

17 City in tfw 
Netoerlaiws 

18 Parliament add- 
ons? 

28 Chatters 

og Name far a lion 

30 A few teugte _ 
35 c nd of W™, briefly 

38 Sportscaster 
Berman 

39 BKiy Graham 

41 ©WW* 0 "®* 

42 Small ange^ 

45 Norse goddess 

46 Creases a new 
awn . 

47 French reflgio^ 5 
figures: abbr. 

48 illegal ticks* 
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resene’ 

49 Emerge in waves 

50 Song by Zubin 
Mehta? 

53 Tune Nixon sang 
(o Ford? 

54 Manifests 

55 Adds shadows 

57 Ending tor a belief 
59 ' a Most 

Unusual Day' 

61 Nastase of tennis 

65 Toe lip 

66 Zanter 

71 Saturate 

72 Tnfle 

74 Chenysione r» 
wdeneck, e.g- 

75 Takes up stations 
61 Letters lor 41 

83 Hawaiian leas! 

05 Dabblers 
07 Queen of the 


fames 

88 Old-time dental 
anesthetic 

91 Chapter of the 
Koran 

93 Catch sight of 

94 Half notes 

95 lost aviator 
Eartian 

96 Furnishings 

97 Pen manufacturer 

99 Writing implement 

KM La . Wl 

101 Teeming 

103 Flooring maker 

105 Get batf to even 

107 Scenarios 

110 Shuttle grp- 

111 Cleansing 
substance 

112 Hanging loosely 

1 13 _-Lac kevsnnj 
Railroad 

115 Arctic surface 


nao^DBQO^QQaaa nngn 

□□□□ DDHHQ □□□□□ □DOQ 

□HnaHQteQBQ □□□Qannngu 
BSQQQQQQ OQQQQ □□□nSu 
aEina nasas Sana 
□□□□□□ noons Dnaounnn 
□□□□□ □nnflQinnaoB boo 

anna ansa □□an^onnn 
una GJBaatMQnn sgnnn 
□□□□nnaB bqhhq QEinnuQ 
□hobs aanna annuo _ 
nannaa noBnn nmnniiBun 
aanoB □□□oannga nuag 
bbbq nann ehod odoq 
qqb aaoBSHnonfl sgggS 
□□□□□□na anans nsQtiBB 
HPBH B 0 HQQ DDI 1 D 

□anana naa na Qaanasag 
aaaDiaanntnn nnnnosagHS 
□□do anaQa 00000 
UCTHH BHBaa BHB0B 8030 


bullets and tear gas. 

Fifteen protesters were 
injured. 

In another sign of Pales- 
tinian efforts to contain 
anri-U.S. sentiment, police 
shut down two local TV sta- 
tions and a radio in Ramal- 
lah. 

Both TV stations broad- 
cast test signals saying they 
were closed "until further 
notice" and on the radio sta- 
tion's frequency, there was 
only instrumental music. 

There was no official 
explanation for the shut 
down, bur Al Watan TV sta- 
tion had broadcast pro-Iraqi 
interviews; Al Nasr TV had 
broadcast nationalist music; 
and The Voice of Peace had 
devoted its broadcasts on 
Thursday to a popular 
nationalist Iraqi singer. 

Iraq says 
it shot 
down 77 
missiles 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Baghdad said Friday it had 
shot down 77 of the 305 
missiles fired against Iraq 
since the launch of the mil- 
itary campaign by Britain 
and the United States. 

“Iraqi anti-aircraft fire 
destroyed 77 of the 305 
missiles launched on Iraq 
since midnight Wednesday 
(2100 GMT) until 4:00 
p.m. (1300 GMT Friday)," 
the armed forces general 
command said in a state- 
ment, the first since Opera- 
tion Desert Fox began. 

"The new American- 
British aggression targeted 
residential zones, hospitals, 
civilian installations and 
several homes belonging to 
citizens ” it said in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
Iraqi News Agency. 

It said the missiles also 
targeted factories, com- 
merce ministry warehous- 
es, telecommunications 
centres and several military 
units, adding that there 
were “several casualties 
among innocent civilians." 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz also charged 
Friday that the United 
States and Britain had 
attacked civilians and civil- 
ian targets, including an oil 
refinery in Basra. 



Susan Jasin, 5. is comforted by her mother in a Baghdad hospital on Friday. VS. mis- 
siles slammed into Iraq for a second successive day as President Bill Clinton, his pres- 
idency in peril, planned last minute manoeuvring to try to avoid impeachment in the 
House of Representatives ( Reuters photo) 


Arabs criticise U.S. attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 

In Cairo, hundreds of wor- 
shippers gathered ai the Al 
Azhar Mosque to shout 
demands for Arabs to defend 
Iraq against the American 
onsla ug ht 

“Leaders of tbe country, let 
us go to holy war" the pro- 
testers chanted. 

Sheikh Mohammed Tanta- 
wi, head of AI Azhar. urged 
solidarity with Iraqis in his 
sermon. “Stand by the Iraqi 
people, or we will be hit by 
God's damnation," he 
preached. 

Inside the mosque, one pro- 
tester. Mohammed Abdrabbo. 
27. shouted, “Attack Ameri- 
can interests. Close the Amer- 
ican Embassy." Others ques- 
tioned Clinton's motive for 
tbe repeated missile strikes on 
Iraq. 

“Iraq is suffering because of 
an American whore and a big 


baby boy." said Mohammed 
Hassan. 20. a medical student. 

In countries closely allied to 
the Uniied States authorities 
brought out massive security 
forces to prevent demonstra- 
tions from turning violent. 

About 300 police ringed no 
more than 40 protesters at a 
mosque near the U.S. 
Embassy in Cairo. 

In the West Bank city of 
Bethlehem — where Clinton 
was greeted enthusiastically 
just days ago — hundreds of 
protesters chanted “Death to 
Clinton." 

About 15.000 people 
marched through the Yemeni 
capital of Sana'a, and 2.500 
people — mostly students — 
held a sit-in outside a U.N. 
office in Lebanon’s capital 
Beirut. Demonstrators in the 
southern Lebanese city of 
Sidon shouted “America ts the 
enemy of God" and "Clinton 
is tbe terrorist of the century." 


The leftist Beirut newspaper 
As-Safir condemned die 
attacks in a commentary by its 
editor-publisher, saying they 
would only increase Sad- 
dam's power, giving him "a 
new' lease on life." 

In the past two days of 
attacks, the U.S. and British 
strikes also have been criti- 
cised by Egypt, the United 
Arab Emirates. Lebanon and 
the 52-nation Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference, the 
world's largest Muslim group. 

The main exception to a 
united Arab front was Kuwait, 
whose invasion by Iraq in 
1990 led to the Gulf war. For- 
eign Minister Sheik Sabah Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah told the 
daily Al Rai Al Anim die cur- 
rent crisis was strictly 
between Iraq and tile Uniied 
Nations. 

“We have nothing to do 
with it whatsoever." he was 
quoted as saving. 


Demonstrations staged in various parts of Kingdom 


(Continued from page 1) 

He called on Jordanians “to 
stop anyone inside, or out- 
side the country, from being 
able to harm the Kingdom's 
security." 

Other speakers at Friday's 
University Mosque gather- 
ing, including opposition 
leader Leith Shbeilat, who 
was jaded for inciting violent 
pro-Iraqi demonstrations in 
Jordan earlier this year, were 
more critical. 

“Arabs are traitors. Iraq is 
being slaughtered while they 
are looking on," shouted 
Islamic Action Front Party 
member Hamzeh M ansour. 

He said most of tbe 
region's governments were 
critical, or at best, lukewarm 
in their support for the inten- 
sive air raids. 

“The American-Britisb- 
Zionist aggression on Iraq is 
directed at the whole Arab 
Nation, including Jordan.” 
Mansour declared. 

But several members in the 
crowd persuaded an angry 
worshipper not to take to the 
street in protest after he inter- 
rupted the speeches urging 
worshippers to start a march. 

“Down with Clinton,” 
“With our blood and soul we 
sacrifice for [Iraqi President] 
Saddam Hussein," "Hey 
nation, wake up" and “No to 
the Arab silence," shouted a 
crowd of university students 
outside the mosque. 

Other speakers condemned 
the attacks, which coincide 
with the 50th anniversary of 
tbe Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and some 
slammed what they called 
Washington’s double-stan- 
dard policies vis-a-vis the 


Middle East 

Friday prayers at Amman's 
main AI Husseini Mosque in 
downtown Amman passed 
without incident under the 
careful watch of baton- 
wielding riot police. 

However, several politi- 
cians said the general popu- 
lar mood was nothing close 
to the spirit of defiance that 
prevailed at the height of the 
1990-91 Gulf war. when 
thousands of Jordanians held 
daily demonstrations across 
the Kingdom to express soli- 
darity with Iraq. 

Many attributed this to a 
general mood of despair after 
die 1991 Gulf war that over- 
turned the world's political 
map. day-to-day worries 
over poverty, unemployment 
and high living costs in addi- 
tion to a series of govern- 
ment warnings that Amman 
would not tolerate any 
demonstrations. 

In the back of the govern- 
ment's mind are violent riots 
that broke up in southern Jor- 
dan in February during a pre- 
vious crisis between Iraq and 
the United Nations. One man 
was killed while security 
forces forcibly broke up pro- 
Iraqi demonstrations. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi, who met with heads of 
Jordan’s more than 20 politi- 
cal parties on Thursday to 
persuade them not to encour- 
age street processions, said 
on Friday he was pleased 
with Jordanians' high sense 
of responsibility. 

“Not a single problem [in 
relation with the strikes] was 
recorded anywhere in the 
country" he told the Jordan 
Times. “And the several 
marches were all peaceful 


and ended with no prob- 
lems." 

But some opposition 
sources yesterday said police 
broke up a demonstration in 
the northern city of Irbid and 
arrested at least seven politi- 
cal activists. 

Meanwhile on Thursday, 
around 70 women represent- 
ing women's organisations 
across the Middle East, gath- 
ered outside the United 
Nations headquarters in 
Amman waving banners stat- 
ing; “Iraq is the U.S.' and the 
U.K/s Whipping Boy" and 
“Stop the genocidal sanc- 
tions on Iraq." 

The women, chanting pro- 
Iraqi slogans, issued a state- 
ment to the press calling on 
the international community 
to put an end to the aggres- 
sion against the Iraqis." 

"\Ve~ condemn tltese 
attacks which coincide with 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as a clear vio- 
lation of the Iraqi people's 
basic right to live," the state- 
ment read. 

.Around 1 00 Jordanians 
later marched from the pro- 
fessional associations head- 
quarters in Shmeisani to the 
nearby U.N. offices, in sup- 
port of Iraq- 

The march was permitted 
by Qadi, but only after police 
earlier prevented several 
hundred people from making 
the 500-metre-march, wit- 
nesses said. 

The march, which was 
organised by trade unionists, 
went ahead peacefully, with 
protesters brandishing anti- 
American banners. 

The 80.000-strong Profes- 
sional Associations. Iona a 


hotbed of political activism, 
said it would start a cam- 
paign on Saturday to collect 
money, food and other in- 
kind donations to support 
their "Iraqi brethren." 

In a show of solidarity with 
Baghdad, a popular pro- Iraqi 
committee of opposition 
groups and independent per- 
sonalities visited the Iraqi 
embassy in .Amman shortly 
after the air strikes began. 

Jordan's opposition parties, 
spearheaded by the IAF. 
issued scores of highly-emo- 
tional statements condemn- 
ing what they termed as the 
indifference of Arab govern- 
ments towards the military- 
aggression on Iraq. 

The 21 -member Arab 
League has been divided 
since the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
as they were split into pro 
and anti-Iraqi stands. 

The influential Amman 
Chamber of Industry, which 
has campaigned for years for 
strong trade and political ties 
with Iraq, also issued a state- 
ment condemning the strikes 
on Baghdad. 

Chamber Chairman Klial- 
doun Abu Hassan led a dele- 
gation of businesspersons 
who visited the Iraqi 
embassy to express “support 
with Iraq and to condemn the 
unjustified attack on Iraq." 

Local newspaper: united in 
condemning the use of force 
against Iraq while several 
slammed the United States 
for failing to show the same 
might towards Israel, which 
continues to deft' the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions to settle 
the decades-old Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 






8 Economy 

Monetary sources expect 
IMF to see slower world 
growth, better mood 
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WASHINGTON 00 — A 

□ew International Monetaiy 
Fund (IMF) report next 
week will offer a modest 
downward revision to pre- 
vious world growth fore- 
casts but say sentiment has 
improved somewhat from 
three months ago. monetary 
sources said. 

The sources, who asked 
not to be identified, said 
they expected the IMF to 
nudge its 1999 world 
growth forecast down to 
2.2 or 2.3 per cent when it 
releases a supplementary 
World Economic Outlook 
on Dec. 21. 

The previous report, 
issued in September, said 
the world economy would 
grow 2.5 per cent next year, 
up from 2.0 per cent in 
199S. 

But the sources said the 
mood, helped by interest 
rate cuts around the world 
and a big international res- 
cue package in Brazil, was 
less sombre than three 
months ago, when IMF 
officials warned hluntlv of 


the risk of recession. 

“We still have to be cau- 
tious, but for the moment it 
is already much better than 
three months ago." said one 
source. 

A second source con- 
curred: “I think the flavour 
now is consistent with the 
stabilisation sentiment 
around at the annual meet- 
ing, a greater sense of equi- 
librium. So even if the fore- 
casts are nudged down 
some there is little drama.'’ 

IMF .officials, urging eas- 
ier monetary policies for 90 
per cent of the world econ- 
omy, warned during their 
annual meeting in Septem- 
ber that their growth fore- 
casts might prove opti- 
mistic. 

First Deputy Managing 
Director Stanley Fischer 
said last week this assess- 
ment had been proved 
right. But the new forecast 
would not be a steep revi- 
sion from previous IMF 
estimates, he said. 

Chief economist Michael 
Mussa said separately that 
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growth 

revisions for Europe 
would be slighu although 
he was still worried about 
problems in one area hurt- 
ing others. 

“The substantial risks are 
in Asia and Latin America 
and concern financial mar- 
kets," Mussa said. “But I 
can't put a finger on one 
area or another because, 
given the way the economy 
is, these risks can spill over 
into other areas." 

The IMF has been revis- 
ing world growth forecasts 
down steadily for over a 
year to take account of the 
deepening impact of finan- 
cial crises in Asia and 
beyond. Its first 1999 world 
growth forecast, issued in 
April, was 3.7 per cent. 

Fear of a slowdown has 
prompted many countries, 
including the United States, 
to lower interest rates since 
the September report and 
the warnings which accom- 
panied iL 

The latest document, 
which will also look at 
developments in capital 
markets, will examine the 
impact of Russia’s unilater- 
al debt default last August 
and Brazil’s successful plea 
for financial help from the 
intemadonal community. 

“The important thing is 
still the development in 
Brazil,’' the first source 
said. “There is a certain 
sense of caution because 
parliament has declined to 
reform social security, and 
there have been consider- 
able capital outflows.'’ 

Brazil received its first 
$4.78 billion instalment of 
IMF cash this week, using 
the money to boost foreign 
currency reserves. 


Jordan, Iran sign agreements 


AMMAN (XT.) — Jordan 
and Iran Thursday signed 
three agreements and a 
number of memoranda of 
understanding designed to 
boost bilateral trade fol-. 
lowing a series of meetings 
held during the visit of an 
Iranian delegation to Jor- 
dan. 

The accords which were 
signed by Industry and 
Trade Minis ter Mohammad 
Saleh Hourani and Iranian 
Industry Minister Golam 
Rida Shafei in addition to 
other concerned ministers 
from both sides, cover 
cooperation in trade, agri- 
culture, transport and 
telecommunications, cul- 
ture, tourism and energy. 

The Iranian side to the 
meetings, held over the 
past three days, expressed 
interest in investing in Jor- 
dan's energy and water 
projects and* in launching 
joint phosphate and potash 
ventures. 

The two sides agreed to 
participate in trade fairs 
held in either country and 
to exchange facilities for 


the registration of drugs. 
Jordan agreed to provide 
Iran with supplies of phos- 
phate and potash. 

Both sides voiced their 
intention to cooperate in 
infrastructure construction, 
agricultural, industrial and 
service projects and in 
enlarging sea ports, main- 
taining vessels, promoting 
vocational and agricultural 
tr ainin g, particularly in 
planting olive trees in Iran 
and p alm trees in Jordan. 

Jordan and Iran also 
agreed to encourage tourist 
groups to visit holy places 
in the two countries, to 
facilitate the passage of pil- 
grims and to build hotels 
in the neighbourhood of the 
Tombs of the Companions 
of Prophet Mohammad. 

They also agreed to 
launch cultural and scien- 
tific cooperation in cultur- 
al, scientific and Islamic 
affairs. 

Following the si gnin g of 
the accords, Hourani 
voiced Jordan’s real desire 
to promote economic ties 
with Iran noting that the 


accords represent a legal 
framework for such an 
endeavour. 

Transport Minister Naser 
L&wzi referred to an agree- 
ment on air transport ini- 
tialled in Tehran last June 
and said it aims at increas- 
ing Jordanian-Iraman 

cooperation in civil avia- 
tion and tourism 

He said Iran is expected 
to commence operation of 
its national airline's flights 
between Tehran and 

Amman soon noting chat 
Jordan's national earner 
Royal Jordanian has been 
operating two weekly 

flights between the two 
capitals since June of this 
year . 

The Iranian minister held 
discussions with the chair- 
men and board members of 
the Amman chambers of 
industry and commerce on 
trade and joint investments. 

The Iranian minister and 
his accompanying delega- 
tion Friday \isited the 
ancient Nabatean city of 
Petra and Islamic shrines 
in the Kingdom. 


U.N. report: Asian 
crisis jeopardises Latin 
American, Caribbean growth 


SANTIAGO (AFP.) — The 
growth of Latin .American 
economies will slow next 
year because of the global 
economic crisis and domestic 
economic reforms, a UN. 
economic commission said. 

“The growth of fnrin 
America will slow in 1999 
because of the continuing 
global economic crisis cou- 
pled with the economic 
reform measures taken to 
tackle the situation.” the U.N. 
Economic C ommis sion for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CEPAL) said in a 
report 


The Commission, which is 
based in Santiago, noted that 
the region's gross domestic 
product grew by just 23 per 
cent in 1998, with a notable 
slowdown in the past six 
months. 

The growth in output per 
capita also fell from 33 per 
cent in 1997 to 0.9 per cent in 
1998. 

It said the international 
global crisis which began in 
Asia, a 25 per cent drop in 
capital inflows and a declin- 
ing trade balance thanks to the 
Ming value of exports had all 
contributed to the slowdown. 


India seen facing 
severe crisis 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India 
faces a severe economic crisis 
due to a yawning fiscal deficit 
which in one respect negates its 
sweeping market reforms of 
1991. World Economic Forum 
Managing Director Claude 
Smadja said. 

Smadja said the burgeoning 
fiscal deficit and financial mis- 
management would be a serious 
problem in the current financial 
year to March, adding that there 
was “no room for complacen- 
cy" 

‘The fiscal deficit target of 5.6 
percent forecast in the budget is 
not going to be met. There are 
strong indications of the figure 


slipping to six per cent or even 
seven per cent of the gross 
domestic product," be pointed 
out 

He said, tins meant ‘To put it 
bluntly, that after seven years of 
economic reform, India is 
almost back to where it stood in 
1991 with respect io its budget 
problem.” 

Smadja said India “risks a very 
severe budget crisis by the end of 
this fiscal year" due to its inabil- 
ity to “tackle the very sensitive 
issue of government expendi- 
tures, of subsidies, of the way 
absolutely crucial investment for 
the future of this country is sacri- 
ficed io political expediency." 


Soros sees 

gobal 

recession 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Famed 
U.S. financier George Soros 
says the world's economy is at 
risk of falling into recession in 
1999 or 2000. 

While conceding that the 
recent market recovery in 
America has been impressive, 
Soros believes “we are in a bear 
market and die previous lows 
will be retested, let’s say, next 
year.” 

‘The global economy is liable 
to slip into a recession next year 
or the year after,’’ Soros stressed. 


Iraqi oil 
exports 
continuing 
— U.N. 


DUBAI (.AFP) — Iraq's 
crude oil exports under the 
oil-for-food programme 
carried on normally Thurs- 
day. despite the U.S. air 
strikes, a UN. spokesman 
said Friday. 

“Oil exports are continu- 
ing normally,” from both 
the Mina Bala* platform off 
southern Iraq and the Turk- 
ish port of Ceyfaan. said 
John Mills, chief of infor- 
mation at the office of the 
Iraq Programme in New 

But it was “likely” that 
humanitarian supplies 
would be held up. Mills said 
in an e-mail message 
received here. 

Lloyd’s independent 
inspection agents who certi- 
fy and authenticate imports 
ax bonier crossings from 
Syria and Jordan had with- 
drawn, he explained, but 
added that agents were still 
on duty at the Zakbo border 
with Turkey. 

“However there are stocks 
of food, medicine and other 
humanitarian supplies in 
Iraq.” Mills said. 

The oil-for-food scheme 
enables sanctions-hit Iraq to 
export limited quantities of 
crude in return for basic 
imports such as food and 
medicine. 
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ACROSS 
1 Slightly open. 

as a door 
5 Tilts to one 
side 

10 British machine 
gun 

14 Ear flap 

15 Foreign 

16 Roman 
historian. 

17 Hemingway title 

20 Surfing the web 

21 Sparide 

22 Scrutinizes 

25 Squid's 
defense 

26 Classic violin 

29 Swfss river 

31 Marketed 

35 Desert of Israel 

36 Surface luster 

38 Old card game 

39 Julian Barnes 
title 

42 Sea eagle 

43 Talk-show host 
Gibbons 

44 Old 
MacDonald's 
refrain 

45 Unit of bread 

47 Part of Q.E.D. 

48 * Sanctum* 

49 Pole 

51 Rim holders 

53 Able to be 
dissolved 

57 World of riving 
things 

61 Hans berry title 

64 Lose control of 
a tirade 

65 Nary a soul 

66 Of India: pref. 

67 W&rholor 
Wiliams 

68 Paste-up artist 

69 Those opposed 
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IPeanuts 






DOWN 

1 PaJo_ CA 

2 Rock star Elton 

3 One of Adam's 
sons 

4 One who 
withstands 

5 Heraklion 

6 Chicken 

king 


Albany, GA 

7 Nothing 

8 Examination 

9 Whitest 

10 Flashes on and 
off 

11 Peril 

12 Daredevil 
Knievel 

13 wail St group 

18 Barbarous 

19 Tin Tin 

23 Faultfinder 

24 Former prime 
minister ol 
Portugal 

26 Photographer 
Adams 

27 French subway 

28 Guam port 
30 Revolve 

32 Johnson's 
comedy partner 

33 Comic 
Anderson 

34 Philanthropist 
37 Actress 

Graham 

40 Tormenting 

41 Element 99 . 
honoree 
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46 Sweet smelling 
50 Archaic: abbr. 

52 Penetrate 

53 RoetTeasdale 

54 Algerian 
seaport 

55 Find a perch 

56 Tautomeric 
compound 


58 Annapolis, MD 
sch. 

59 Old-time singer 
Vallee 

60 One of Adam's 
grandsons 

62 Gambler's 
marker 

63 Compass dir. 
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INAUGURATION OF MARASEM 
RESTAURANT 

A1 Shurouq Company for Recreational Cities inaugurated 
Marasem restaurant within the vicinity of Macro agic city 
for recreational games — near Marj A1 Ham am intersec- 
tion on the Queen Alia International Airport. 

it is a five star restaurant serving all Lebanese food and 
beverage, offering first class services under the supervi- 
sion of a specialised Jordanian Lebanese team. The 
restaurant has a separate administration that extend the 
restaurant's visitors the best services. 

A1 Shurouq established a recreational city recently- 
attending the opening were officials, businessmen and 
journalists who commended the level of services extend- 
ed at the restaurant. 
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By Glasbergen 



“That wasn’t a real kiss — that 
was a handshake with lips!" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lener to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 
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Study: Quick changes of governments 
negatively affect the economy 


** A FRESH study of ihe economic situ- 
ation in Jordan has confirmed that the 
legislations introduced recently in the 
Kingdom were an encouraging factor for 
economic growth but the phenomenon of 
quick changes of governments was 
found to negatively affect the economy, a 
senior planning official said in a lecture 
recently. 

Yusuf Mansur, head of the technical 
unit at the Ministry of Planning did not 
elaborate about the study but emphasised 
the importance of formulating legisla- 
tors that would ensure protection of 
competition. Mansur explained the 
forces affecting any producing firm by 
pointing out that there should be more 
than one buyer of its products and more 
than one source. "In addition, any pro- 
ducing firm should employ modem tech- 


nology and should feel continued threat 
from competing sources so as to be 
encouraged for constant development." 
the senior planning official indicated. 

Mansur, who also heads a team study- 
ing the competitiveness of Jordanian 
industries, was speaking during a semi- 
nar organised by the Arab Banking Cor- 
poration t Jordan). The team warned of a 
dangerous retreat if some sectors are not 
restructured and prepared to venture into 
the fierce competition that will unfold as 
a result of economic openness when Jor- 
dan joins the WTO (World Trade Organ- 
isation) and enters into economic part- 
nership with Europe. He pointed out thill 
the real worry lies in the low value added 
which should be increased in order to 
arrive at a distinguished Jordanian prod- 
uct (AJ Dustour). 


Minister approves setting up industrial 
chamber for the Irbid governorate 


** THE MINISTER of industry and 
trade has approved the establishment of 
an industrial chamber in the governorate 
of Irbid to be based in the northern city 
of Irbid. The minister requested the 25 
founding members to form a comminee 
to proceed with the necessary legal pro- 
cedures to set up the chamber. 

Maher Al Nasser, vice president of the 
Irbid Chamber of Commerce and a 
founding member expressed his satisfac- 
tion for the decision which is expected to 
enhance the industrial presence in the 


governorate. "Such a chamber would 
serve the interests of industrialists in the 
governorate and would provide them 
with the information they need especial- 
ly as the Al Hassan Industrial Estate has 
succeeded in attracting many industries 
that require the presence of an industrial 
chamber,” Al Nasser said. 

He emphasised that the chamber would 
contribute to solving the various prob- 
lems of the industrialists and facilitate 
their administrative measures as well as 
consolidate decentralisation (Al Ra’i). 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You and 
an older person have been known to go 
around over things that seem important at 
the time, but later look trivial. That's 
because you have that sort of love-hate 
relationship. You learn from each other. If 
you didn’t have each other, you might get 
stuck in your own point of view, and that 
would be terrible for both of you. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you’ve 
done your planning right, you’ve got most 
everything on your list finished. The urge 
to push yourself has been overwhelming. 
Today, the urge to play is just about that 
strong. Sure, there are still things to do 
there always will be. If you get the chance 
to do something fun, make it your top pri- 
ority. Everything else can wait 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
moon’s transit through Capricorn helps 
you stick to practical matters. Venus is in 
Capricorn, too, and brings you luck. What 
could all this possibly and up to? Well, 
how about shopping? Have you figured 
out how much you're going to spend and 
where you’re going to spend it? If not, this 
is a great day to set started. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) The cav- 
alry is coming to the rescue today! Some- 
thing that was starting to feel like a burden 
could become a lot more fun. Don’t be 
dismayed if everything doesn’t go quite as 
planned, however. Looks like there could 
be a bit of a disruption, but that’s OK. Just 
take it in stride and keep on rolling. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You're still 
surrounded by love, but it looks like you 
now have some other sort of challenge to 
deal with. Not to worry. There are friends 
around who’d like to help, and your fami- 
ly is high on that list You won’t be spend- 
ing a lazy Saturday, that's for sure, but it 
looks like you could still have a great 
time. 

VtRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
Vou’re a person who habitually gets 
homework done early. That's why you get 
the good grades. Don’t be dismayed if 
some of your friends or family give you 
dirty looks. It's not your fault their lives 
are a mess. They could always do what 
you did. You’ve probably told them 
enough times. Don’t do that again. Teach 

through example. 

LCBRA : (September 23 to October 
The moon is in Capricorn. The old line 


about opposites attracting applies to signs 
that are 90 degrees apart, like Libra and 
Capricorn. Capricorn is a hard worker, an 
entrepreneur. Today, you could be attract- 
ed to that type. Perhaps you'll want to 
start a business, that is, take on Capricorn 
characteristics yourself. That’s a great 
idea. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) 
You can learn how to do just about any- 
thing you set your mind to, so get busy. 
You" could make a lot of money by 
exploiting your natural talents. Being tal- 
ented is only pan of the equation. You also 
have to do what everybody else has to do, 
and that is, of course, how you get to 
Carnegie Hall. You practice, practice, 
practice. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) Its time to come back to 
earth. You’re still incredibly lucky. Keep 
that in mind while you're figuring out 
your finances. You’d like the money to 
Just be handled, preferably by someone 
else. The same goes for shopping. Don’t 
worry. Get a Capricorn, Taunis or Virgo to 
help. They love that stuff. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
19) You're looking marvellous today, and 
its not by accident. You've earned that 
ability’ to walk around with your head held 
high, the pride and confidence in your 
voice, the way you exude self-assurance. 
You're not only magnificent, you’re also 
nice about it. Keep that in mind when you 
run into a bit of a problem today. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to Febroary 
IS) You can expect a "Honey Do" list 
today to keep you busy. This list could be 
compiled by someone you love, or in the 
back of your own mind. You know what 
needs to be done. Now that the weekend’s 
here, vou’d rather sleep in. Well, compro- 
mise. Do both. Sleep in, then race around 
and get everything done. 

PISCES: /February 19 to March 20) A 
gathering with friends should go well 
today. There’s plenty of everything to go 
around, especially love. Take that as a sign 
of your bouncy, if you’re feeling a little 
short on cash. As you know, its better to 
have lots of friends in times of no money, 
than lots of money in times of no friends. 

Birth Stone of December. 

Turquoise — Zircon 


Turkish textiles hit hard 
by Asian, Russian crises 


ISTANBUL (R) — Cheap 
Asian competition and a 
loss of Russian buyers is 
pounding the Turkish tex- 
tiles industry, and now 
some of the two million 
jobs in this vital industry 
are being cut as output 
falls. 

Turkey’s textile and 
ready-to-wear sector 
accounts for 39 per cent of 
its total industrial produc- 
tion. and some 10 per cent 
of its gross national product 
(GNP). 

“We expect a 30 to 40 per 
cent drop in textile and 
readywear exports in the 
last quarter, but annual 
exports will equal last 
year’s,” Ismet Ozcan, pres- 
ident of the Textile lndus- 
tralists’ Association 

(TGSD), told Reuters. 

Two million people are 
directly employed and four 
million indirectly 

employed in the textile sec- 
tor. Of Turkey’s top 500 
firms, 130 are rexrile-relar- 
ed.- 

Park Tekstil recently 
announced cutbacks, citing 
losses incurred by under- 
capacity production, falling 
sales abroad and other sec- 
toral woes for its cutbacks. 

It announced 1.2 trillion 
lira ($4 million) losses in 
January-September nl 
1998. compared with a 
675.6 billion ($2.2 million 
lira profit last year. . 

Many other listed text ill- 
firms posted lower year-on- 
year profits for the fir-4 
nine months of 1998. 

An exporters group in the 
cotton-rich Aegean region 
said that 300 workshop* in 
the area had dosed down, 
with the remainder laying 
off close to 20 per cent of 
their workforce. 

South Korea’s 
non-performing 
loans stand 
at $111.7 billion 

SEOUL (AFP) — The non- 
peribrming loans (NPLs) of 
South Korean financial institu- 
tions stood at 139 trillion won 
($1 1 1.7 billion) at end-Septem- 
ber, a senior official has said. 

"The non-performing loan* 
stood at 139 trillion won as of 
the end of September," top 
presidential advisor for eco- 
nomic aflaits Kang Bong- 
Kyunsaid 

The 139 trillion won 
includes 80 trillion won of 
loans whose interest payment* 
were in arrears for between one 
and three months, Kang said 

‘ Depending on the econom- 
ic situation, this 80 trillion won 
could be labelled as perform- 
ing loans in the future,” he said. 

‘There is also high possibili- 
ty of the 80 trillion won being 
cut through rights issues, asset 
sale or joint ventures with for- 
eign investors by debtors." he 
said. 

The remaining 59 trillion 
won includes “doubtful loan*, 
estimated loss and substandard 
Icons." Kang said 

He stressed thai the com- 
bined amount of doubtful 
loans, estimated losses aixl 
substandard loans decreased 
by nine trillion won ($72 bil- 
lion) during tbe six-month 
period 

South Korea plans to use a 
total of 64 trillion won to cle;u 
the mess at its banks, including 
3Z5 trillion won for the pur- 
chase of NPLs and 315 trillion 
won for recapitalisation ami 
deposit insurance. 


Turkish exports to Russia 
and CIS countries fell by 
30.5 and 28.6 per cent 
respectively in the first 
eight months of 1998. 

Exports to Germany, the 
largest European market, 
fell by 1.6 per cent in the 
same period, according to 
TGSD figures. 

Although a rise in exports 
to other European countries 
and the United States is 
expected to compensate tor 
losses this year, further 
shrinkage in world markets 
is seen in 1999. 

Sector representatives 
said the crises in world 
Financial markets was par- 
ticularly bad for Turkish 
companies, which recently 
made big investments in 
machinery following a 
1995 customs union with 
the European Union. 

Textile firms have called 
on the government to make 
available new sources of 
financial backing to sup- 
port their exports in a hos- 
tile climate. 

Turkey's leading textile 
workers' union has threat- 
ened a nationwide strike in 
60 days if employers stick 
to a decision to freeze 
wages in the collective bar- 
gaining process. 


Qatar attracts lenders but 
pays more as oil price slides 


DORA (R) — Comforted by 
Qatar's huge gas reserves and 
big name development pro- 
jects. foreign banks continue 
to lend millions of dollars to 
the Arab Gulf stale despite this 
year's dive in oil prices, 
bankers and officials say. 

Bur the price slide combined 
with financial turmoil in other 
emerging markets is forcing 
Qatar, a tiny oil producer with 
seven per cent of the world’s 
gas reserves, to pay a premi- 
um to attract lenders. 

The latest in a string of loans 
was signed this week when 
banks lent 5510 million to 
tund expansion plans by refin- 
er National Oil Distribution 
Co (Nodco). Next week, 
another group is ro lend $475 
million To Qatar Vinyl Co, a 
petrochemical Firm. 

They follow hard on the 
heels of a $100 million facility 
arranged in July by regional 
banks for a new five-star hotel. 

"You will see more deals 
being signed in the next two 
months,’’ Finance Minister 
Yousef Hussein Kama! told 
Reuters. 

The deals raise the tally of 
Qatar’s external debt built up 
over the past four years to 
more than $12 billion, or 13*) 
per cent of gross domestic 
product. 


Three-quarters of these are 
project-relaied and non- 
recourse finance, so repay- 
ment stans after the projeci is 
commissioned and they are 
not directly guaranteed by the 
state. Still, most ventures have 
stare-owned firms as majority 
shareholders. 

“The massive drop in crude 
oil prices has not altered the 
international Financial com- 
munity’s perceptions about 
the Qatari economy." Paribas 
Chairman .Andre Le\y-Lang 
said. 

“The fundamentals remain 
strong and the outlook for the 
economy is bright." he said on 
a recent visit to Doha. Paribas 
arranged the Qatar Vinyl Co 
loan. 

Bankers said the presence of 
big foreign firms in Qatari 
ventures was a major attrac- 
tion to project financiers. 
Qatar Vinyl's foreign partners 
include Norway's Norsk 
Hydro and a unit of France's 
Elf Aquitaine. 

.Another source of confi- 
dence is Qatar's huge gas 
reserves, the basis of its drive 
to develop new industry. Until 
these plans are realised. Qatar 
is retying on its small oil 
reserves. 

“With around seven percent 
of the world eas reserv es con- 


centrated in its continental 
shelf and a pragmatic political 
leadership. Qatar still repre- 
sents investors' paradise," said 
un economist working with a 
Qatari bank, who asked not to 
be named 

Bur turmoil in emerging 
markets is taking its toll, forc- 
ing up loan prices and encour- 
aging Qatar to put off a bond 
issue. 

“Higher margins on loans 
are inevitable, as you see in 
the Nodco case. But these are 
mainly due to the Asian crisis 
and a general deterioration in 
the economic climate and are 
not going to starve good pro- 
jects of financing," the econo- 
mist said 

The nine-year Nodco loan 
was priced at between 55 hasis 
points ibps) over the London 
Interbank Offered Rate 
iLIBORj for tbe first four 
years. 65 bps for years five 
and six and 85 bps for the 
remaining three yeans. Nodco 
is a subsidiary of state-owned 
Qatar General Petroleum 
Corp. 

In 1997. the pricing for 
Qatar’s sovereign borrowing 
on five-year loans, each worth 
between $300 million-S500 
million, rose during the year 
from 30 bps to 40 bps over 
LIBOR. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Wished & Unfurnished 
Por more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 


Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio HAig 

Professional quality In 
Ihoursenrice 
Develop your oofour 
a! our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. _ . 

* Free mtiargBrnent 

20 x 30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 

Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
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Quality Serviced Swiss 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fulfy 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily S 
Long Stay *Reasonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 
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Rent a Car 

Other cor rental* making 
you crazy??? 

Well, callus 
wefl make 
It simple 

Call 
5510427 , 8,9 
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Hotel 


At 6th Circle 

Tel.: 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

Enjoy having a quick meal, 
Fresh Air at the Terrace. 
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Fuad fails in high jump; Kingdom 

completes participation today 


By Aleen Baonayan 
In Amman and Jordan 
sports media reporters 
in Bangkok 


THE KINGDOM'S only 
remaining medal hopeful 
— Fakhreddin Fuad — 
Friday failed to even better 
his own personal best in the 
high jump when he could 
only clear 210 centimetres 
at the 13ih Asian Games, 
which will conclude in 
Bangkok Sunday. 

Lee Jin-taek of South 
Korea went on to win the 
gold clearing the bar at 2.27 
metres. 

Following the competi- 
tion, Fuad opted not to 
comment while his coach 
only said: “Fakhreddin 

could have done far better." 

Fuad, a gold medallist at 
the Pan-Arab Games, had 
achieved 215 centimetres in 
a recent training camp 
although his record stands 
at 222. 

In Thursday's events, 
Tareq Najjar also had disap- 
pointing results in the dis- 
cus failing in four of his 
attempts and only manag- 
ing 51.48 compared to own 
personal best of 52.60 
metres. 

Teammate Mohammad 
Abdul Baqi, who set a 
Jordanian record of 15.53 
by 18 centimetres in the 
triple jump during a recent 
training camp in Qatar, 
competes Saturday, ending 
Jordan's participation at the 
event where the Kingdom 
had 19 officials and 37 ath- 
letes in 1 1 sports. 

Jordan again failed to win 
a gold medal at the Asian 
Games. In the past two par- 
ticipations in the Seoul ‘86 
and Hiroshima ‘94. 
Jordan's sole medals were 


achieved through taekwon- 
do with three silver and five 
bronze medals. 

Jordan won five medals in 
the last sporting event of 
the century where 41 coun- 
tries took part with only 
Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan missing. 

The taekwondo team 
secured four medals includ- 
ing silver by Ibrahim Aqel, 
Ala' Kutkut, and Hussein 
Tahleh and bronze by 
Mohammad Faraijeh. 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh 
added a bronze in boxing. 

The Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) and the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Youth bad placed utmost 
importance on the Asian 
Games describing it as an 
"invaluable ’chance to 
assess our teams and pin- 
point our location on the 
map of Asian sports." 
Officials also agreed that 
the Games were an excllent 
chance to prepare teams for 
the upcoming Pan-Arab 
Games in A mman next 
summer and the 2000 
Sydney Olympics." 

Although the best athletes 
were enlisted through a 
screening process in each 
sport apart from taekwon- 
do, the rest of the sports 
produced below average 
results especially in athlet- 
ics and sw imming where 
athletes' finishing times did 
not even match their' own 
records. 

A brief look at Jordan’s 
participation shows the 
Kingdom easily eliminated 
in the bowling and shoot- 
ing events. 

In karate, Khalil Farran 
took sixth place alongside 
12 competitors while team- 
mate Butheina Mahsiri, a 
Pan-Arab Games bronze 
medallist, finished fifth 


among nine players. 

In athletics, Mohammad 
Shaman and Mohammad 
Mutari were eliminated 
from the 800 metres. 

Mutari came short of his 
Jordanian time and finished 
the event with a time of 
1:55.20 while Shaman fin- 
ished with a time of 
1:55.22. 

Mutari had earlier com- 
peted in the 1,500 metres 
finishing with a time of 
3:59.30 short of his own 
3:47.9. 

In the 400 metres. 
Shaman also came short of 
his own best time of 48.28 
finishin g last with a time of 
49.64. 

In swimming. Hana 
Majaj lagged far behind her 
local records finishing last 
in the 200-metre butterfly 
with a time of 2:40.85 while 
her local time was 2:26.00. 

In the 1 00- metre butterfly. 
Pan-Arab Games bronze 
medallist Majaj also came 
in 18th with a time of 
1:13.16. also off her local 
time. 

In boxing, Jordan's top 
boxer Abu Khadijeh settled 
for bronze, after having 
won three gold medals 
within a year — at the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games, the West 
Asian Games in Tehran and 
the 18th Arab Boxing 
Championships. 

Basel Hindawi, bronze 
medallist at the Pan-Arab 
Games, and gold medallist 
Ayraan Nadi failed to earn 
medals for Jordan as they 
competed alongside 180 
athletes from 31 nations in 
the event. 

In squash, the country’s 
top player Mohammad 
Saeed lost to Pakistan's top 
player — Zarak Khan. 

In taekwondo, Nancy 
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Israel may return to Asian 
Games in 2002: Excluded 
from the Asian Games for 
political reasons, Israel may 
return to the continental 
sporting f-aternity at the 
next game.- in South Korea. 

A games’ press release 
said a special invitation was 
being considered for Israel, 
which was excluded before 
the 1978 games under pres- 
sure from participating 
Middle Eastern nations. 

in its last games appear- 
ance, at Tehran in 1974, 
Israel won seven gold 
medals and finished sixth in 
the medals race. 

Also banned from the 
games is Iraq, an action that 
followed its invasion of 
Kuwait prior to the 1990 
Gulf War. 

The 2002 Games will be 
staged in Pusan. South 
Korea’s second-largest city 
and major port. It is expect- 
ed to attract 17,000 ath- 
letes. officials and media 
representatives, with com- 
petition planned in 32 
sports. 

The theme of the 2002 
games will be “Asia is 
One," and the mascot a sea 
gull displaying “dynamic 
power, purity and valiant 
spirit.” 

TAKING rr OFF, 
AGAIN: The departure of 
the last Asian Games ath- 
letes from Bangkok will 
signal for some that it’s 
time again to take it off 

So as not to tarnish 

Thailand’s image, police 


put a curb on 

the normally .anyttnng- 
goes nightlife scene during 
the Dec. 6-20 games, 
including a ban on strip- 
ping. 

Aware of Bangkok’s sex 
city reputation, some for- 
eign visitors during the 
games were surprised at the 
relatively sedate activities 
along the city’s nightlife 
strips. 

“The . bad news when the 
Asian Games close is that 
the traffic jams will resume. 
The good news is that go- 
go dancers will be showing 
stripping again," Bernard 
Trink. the entertainment 
columnist of the Bangkok 
Post, wrote Friday. 

Authorities closed 

schools, opened new 
expressways and took other 
effective measures to com- 
bat Bangkok's notoriety for 
massive traffic jams. 

THE NEXT GAMES: 
Taking hardly a breather 
after staging the Asian 
Games. Bangkok will hold 
the 7th Far East and South 
Pacific Games for the 
Disabled next month. 

The Jan. 10-16 event will 
see 2,500 athletes from 42 
countries and territories 
competing under the motto 
“Equality in One World.” 

The FES PIC Games will 
be held in some of the same 
modern stadiums built for 
the Asian Games, which 
end Sunday. The first FES- 
PIC Games were held in 
Oita, Japan, in 1975. The 


last were in Beijing four 
years ago.. 

RECORDS GALORE: 
Eleven world and 48 conti- 
nental records bavebeen 
broken so far at the Asian 
Games, and more countries 
are on the medals chart than 
ai the last games, officials 
say. 

Weightlifting accounted 
for all the new world 
marks, with China breaking 
10 and South Korea one. 

Records in weightlifting 
been dropping like flies fol- 
lowing a decision by the 
sport’s ruling body to wipe 
all records prior to 1998 off 
the books. The reason: too 
much doping in the sport 
tainted previous records. 

Of the 41 participating 
countries in Bangkok, 32 
have been able to win 
medals while only 22 
shared in the medals at the 
last games four years ago in 
Hiroshima, Japan. 

Still noticeably missing 
from the medals chart are 
Yemen, Bhutan and the 
Maldives, which have 
never won medals at any 
games. 

“The best way to promote 
sport (in Aisia) is to let 
nations get medals at rhe 
Asian Games," says Wei 
Jizhong, a senior official of 
the Olympic Council of 
Asia. “When a sport devel- 
oping country brings home 
a medal, their people will 
be happy. ... The govern- 
ment wall put more money 
into sport.” 


Hindi, Zaha Talhouni, 
Luma Abu Judum. Ali 
As mnr , Alisar Malar, 
Mohammad Abul Ruz and 
Ahlara Bino lost their 
bouts. The rest of their 
teammates secured four 
medals. 

In judo, Mousa Khalaf. a 
silver medallist at the Pan- 
Arab Games, was eliminat- 
ed, alongside Rami 
Dasouqi and Tawfiq 
Suleiman. 

In gymnastics, Jordan's 
Ahma d Abdo and Shadi 
Khouri obtained 45th and 
47th places respectively. 

In weightlifting. Awad 
Aboudi competed in the 
heavyweight over 105- kilo- 
gramme class managing 
overall eighth place beating 
Arab competitors from 
Kuwait, Syria and Lebanon. 

On the other hand, the 
country's top weightlifter. 
Ayed Khawaldeh was the 
first athlete to test positive 
at the Bangkok Games after 
setting a new Arab record 
finishing seventh among 
fifteen participants in the 
56-kilogramme class. 

The Olympic Council of 


Asia (OCA) reprimanded 
the Jordan Olympic 
Committee after 

Khawaldeh was found to 
have taken the diuretic 
Triamderene in a random 
test following which he was 
immediately disqualified 
and expelled from the 
Games Village. 

The OCA handed the mat- 
ter to the sport’s governing 
body to impose an interna- 
tional suspension which 
will bar him from the Pan- 
Arab Games. 

Khawaldeh also failed a 
second positive test before 
Jordanian delegation offi- 
cials ordered his return 
home. 

Khawaldeh, who was the 
first Jordanian to win three 
bronze medals in one event 
at the Sth Pan-Arab Games 
in Beirut last summer, said 
his Chinese coach has 
instructed him to take the 
medicine during the West 
Asian Games in Tehran and 
during another champi- 
onship in Algeria last year, 
and did not know that it 
contained a banned sub- 
stance. 




Gold silver 

bronze total 

China 

113 

85 

61 

259 

South Korea 

62 

43 

50 

155 

Japan 

51 

52 

65 

168 

Kazakhstan 

21 

22 

27 

70 

Thailand 

20 

22 

36 

78 

Chinese Taipei 

18 

17 

37 

72 

Iran 

9 

10 

13 

32 

DPR Korea 

7 

12 

9 

28 

1 1 7hplrictart 


■)! 

1 3 






JO 

Malaysia 

5 

10 

14 

29 

Indonesia 

5 

10 

10 

25 

India 

5 

7 

15 

27 

Kuwait 

4 

5 

4 

14 

Hong Kong 

-4 

4 

.6 

14 . 

Pakistan 

2 • 

4 

7 

13 

Mongolia 

2 

■ 2 

10 

14 " 

Sri Lanka 

3 

6 

1 

4 

Singapore 

2 

2 

8 

12 

Vietnam 

I 

5 

9 

15 

Philippines 

1 

4 

8 

13 

Myanmar 

1 

4 

4 

9 

Qatar 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Turkmenistan 

1 

6 

I 

2 

Kyrgyzstan 

0 

3 

3 

6 

Jordan 

0 

3 

2 

5 

Syria 

0 

2 

3 

5 

Nepal 

0 

T 

3 

4 

UAE 

0 

i 

1 

n 

Sm 

Macao 

0 

i 

0 

1 

Bangladesh 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Omen 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Brunei 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

343 

344 

425 

1412 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Four years ago they 
were the blond-haired, blue-eyed raiders, 
but after years of suspicion the former 
Soviet athletes have finally been accepted 
as Asians. 

The five Central Asian republics made 
their debut at the 1994 Hiroshima Games 
and the amount of gold they plundered 
stunned and worried the traditional sporting 
powers. 

Some said the new faces were too 
European and unwelcome. The likes of 
Kazakh pole vault champion Igor 
Potapovich and sprinter Natalya Torshina 
have returned to win more gold. 

The Kazaks already have 19 titles in 
Bangkok and are well on the way to keep- 
ing fourth place in the overall medal table 
behind C hina, Japan and South Korea. But 
they have also won new friends. 

Potapovich said “I remember in 
Hiros him a there were a few problems when 
people with white skin and blonde hair 
came in and won some of the medals but 
it’s better now. 

“They've calmed down a bit about us 
being here. I'm very good friends with 
some of the pole vaulters like Fumiaki 
Kobayasi of Japan. Pole vaulting, as a sport, 
is very friendly anyway.” 7 

‘T feel the other Asian guys here are .glad 
that J am around because they know Fean 
help them.” 

Torshina also said the different culture 
had taken time to get used to. 

There have also been a few new shocks 
for the Chinese. Japanese and Koreans in 
sports they have got used to dominating. 

The Kazaks and Uzbeks have taken over 
the canoeing and picked up golds in the 
shooting from the hot shot Chinese. Igor 
Pirekeyev won Turkmenistan's first 
Bangkok Games gold in the men's free rifle 
event. 

The raiders are also a worry in the judo — 
especially for Japan. 

“Asia's performace level in judo is getting 
higher all the time." said former world 
champion Nobuyoshi Sato, Japan's deputy 


chef de mission. 

“While five East Asian nations divi 
the gold medals between them, the.fr 
Soviet republics took, away a few 
We used to struggle against East Asia 
Europe but from now on we will ha 
fight harder." 

Kazakhstan's Ivan Beglav won the 
66kg featherweight silver losing to J 
Yu kim asa Nakamura of Japan in the. 
Uzbek light heavyweight 
Bagdasarov lost to Japan's Kosei In 
the under- 100kg final. 

In nearly every sport, the raiders p 
has forced a rethink. 

“They have shaken up the Asian Games, 
said one top member of the Olympic 
Council of Asia. 

“We were worried about what people 
might think. Some of the smaller nations 
,said they were losing medals to the new- 
‘ comers but everything has worked out all 
right," he added. 

In some sports the traditional Asians have 
been happy to see the newcomers are not a 
challenge. 

Philippines basketball player Johnny. 
Abarrientos said the white men cannot 
jump. 

“They are not high leapers. They are not 
that athletic," he said with a smile of fee 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan teams who 
were outclassed by the Philippines in the 
group matches. 


‘Land of Smiles’ produces happy Games 


BANGKOK (R) — The 13th Asian 
Games are drawing to a close with a 
smile on their face, unlik e some 
recent major international sporting 
events where snarls and whining 
were fee order of the day. 

And mental health and sport 
experts say Thailand, “The Land of 
Smiles", where there is heavy 
reliance on tourism and the outlook 
on life is generally cheerful, can 
claim a large chunk of the credit. 

Some veterans of this year’s 
packed programme of major sports 
events, which has also included the 
Winter Olympics In Nagano, the 
World Cup In France and the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Malaysia, say Thailand’s 
“Friendship beyond Frontiers” 
extravaganza was the winner hands 
down in low stress level. 

In Nagano there was trashing of 
rooms by snowboarders and ice 
hockey players; soccer holligans 
marred the World Cup; and political 
unrest swept over Kuala L ump ur’s 
big event 

No one is even mentioning in the 
same breath as the other events the 
1996 Atlanta Games where botched 


arrangements on transport and 
results, as well as a bombing, turned 
the event into a recent Olympic low. 

Thanu Chatananondh of the Thai 
Mental Health Department said the 
hospitality of Thais towards visiting 
competitors, as well as, ironically, 
the Asian economic crisis, con- 
tributed towards a good mood 
amongst athletes and officials. 

“This has created a positive atti- 
tude amongst athletes which maybe 
is the reason there is not so much 
controversy," Thanu, a psychiatrist 
conducting research on the psycho- 
logical impact of the Games, said on 
Friday. 

He said the Games have also pro- 
vided a break from the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis feat has fostered a spir- 
it of camaraderie amongst competi- 
tors. 

“The aggression that athletes 
sometimes show towards officials 
and each other is less here because 
they realise that there are bigger 
problems in Asia.'* 

Not that the Games have been 
trouble free. 

Two weigbtlifters, a Jordanian and 
a Kuwaiti, have been caught for 


doping. There have been complaints 
about the judging in the boxing, in 
Taekwondo and the walking. 

But the Games, which began on 
December 6 and have just two days 
to go, have been the happiest he has 
attended, said Randhir Singh, 
Secretary General of the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA), which has 
overall charge of the Games. 

“You always have some problems 
when there is competition but the 
atmosphere of cooperation between 
athletes and officials this time has 
been excellent," Singh said. 

There have been crowd protests 
over controversial decisions in the 
Taekwondo and there were even 
raised tempers in a snooker match 
when an Indian player and team 
manager disputed a referee's deci- 
sion. 

Boxing has been a source of dis- 
content — as usual — with losing 
competitors and teams venting their 
anger at officials. 

But world amateur boxing chief 
Anwar Chowdhry says the 1998 
Asiad has been relatively incident 
free. 

“At the 1990 Beijing Games 
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members of the North Korean team 
attacked a referee and in Tehran in 
1974 the tournament had to be post- 
poned for one day because of vio- 
lence outside the ring, “ he said. 

“We have had 160 bouts so far and 
seen only one protest lodged.” in 
Bangkok, which is hosting its fourth 
Asian Games. • -- ■ — 

A spokeswoman for the Games 
organisers credited good communi- 
cation between supervising commit- 
tees and team managers for the rel- 
atively painless way problems have 
been sorted out 

“You have nin e major committees . 
and 46 minor committees, so it is 
difficult to get them together to 
speak with one voice," she said. 

“But generally they have found a 
way because that is the Asian Way.” 
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South Korea’s Lee Jin-Taek clears the bar during the men’s high jump competition 
at the 13th Asian Games at the Thammasat University Sports Complex in Bangkok: 
IS December. Lee jumped a height of 2^7m and won the gold (AFP photo) 

Blond Asians finally accepted 
at Asian Games 
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Second weightlifter tests positive 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A second 
weightlifter has failed a drug test 
at the Asian Games and been dis- 
qualified- the Olympic Council 
of ‘ Asia (OCA) announced 
Friday. 

Jaber Rashid AI Ajmi of 
Kuwait, who finished 10th and 
Iasi in the men’s over 105kg class 
on Monday, tested positive for 
the steroid nandrolene, said an 
OCA statement. 

Jordan’s Ayed Jassar 
Khawaldeh failed a test in the 
first week of the weightlifting 
after the 56kg competition and 
was sent home. Khawaldeh was 
found to have taken triamterene, 
a diuretic, to lose weight. 

Al Ajmi was the only Kuwaiti 
weightlifter in Bangkok. 

The OCA said the 19-year-old 
would face International 


Weightlifting Federation (IWF) 
sanctions. The IWF has an auto- 
matic four-year-ban for proved 
cases of steroid taking. 

AJ Ajmi underwent a random 
drug test after competing on 
Monday and both urine samples 
showed traces of nandrolone, 
said the OCA. 

Weightlifting has blemished 
what appears to have been one of 
the cleanest Asian Games in 
recent history. 

The OCA was thrown on the 
defensive over drugs after 11 
Chinese, including seven swim- 
mers, failed drug tests at the 
1994 Hiroshima Games. 

But despite weightlifting’s poor 
record for drugs, IWF general 
secretary Tomas Ajan has 
defended ’s his sport's action 
against doping while in Bangkok. 



“Weightlifting is not infested 
with drugs. If there is a problem 
it is with all sports, from A to Z. 
You can't single out one sport.” 

Ajan stressed that the world 
body had taken effective steps to 
root out drug taking. 

“At the Barcelona and Atlanta 
Olympics the IWF took the ini- 
tiative to test all participants, 
although the International 
Olympic Committee wanted a 
random check on only six in each 
category. 

“No one tested positive at the 
world championships and I 
expect this trend to continue in 
future.” he declared. 


Japan crush 

Chinese 

for 

women’s 

basketball 


Asians ready to breach last sports 
barriers and challenge the West 
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South Korean basketballers (in blue) seal off a Kazakhstan player (C) during semi- 
n Cramer.” final basketball action at the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok. South Korea won 101- 
r,|, ^ 64 to advance the final (AFP photo) 
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BANGKOK (AP) — 
When it comes to their 
sports race with the West, 
Asians hope they're in the 
track shoes of Koji Ito. 

Running a 100-metre 
heat at the Asian Games, 
the Japanese sprinter fell 
just one hundredth of a 
second short of breaking 
into the world’s elite sub- 
10-second club. 

Ito’s blazing effort in 
this glamour event, in 
which Asians long have 
lagged behind, symbolised 
for many that the conti- 
nent was on the threshold 
of dosing a once yawning 
gap with the West. 

In many sports the 
twain. East and West, have 
already met as equals — 
or more. China is a world 
power, holding a slew of 
records and a fourth place 
in medal standings at rhe 
last Olympics in Atlanta. 

But at those 1 996 games, 
Asians collected only 12 
percent of the gold 
medals, although they 
account for 60 per cent of 
the world’s population. 
With 980 million people, 
■he world’s second most 
populous nation, India, 
managed only one bronze. 

A raft of explanations 
are offered. Many in the 
potential talent pool of 3-5 
billion Asians are still too 
busy eking out a marginal 
existence, and not well 
enough nourished, to take 
Pan in sports. 

Their governments don’t 
have funds for elaborate 
sport programs, or have 
slashed them amid Asia's 
Economic crisis, which 
forced some countries to 
tohd smaller te ams to the 
Asian Games, fire expen- 
sive foreign coaches and 
feduce allowances for ath- 
letes. 

Although growing taller 
stronger by the year, 
Asians generally have a 
disadvantage against 
Western competitors in 
disciplines . requiring 
Power and bulk. 

New, middle-class afflu- 
ence is also a drawback in 
some countries. 

"Young kids from 
Wealthier families prefer 
^creation like playing 
golf or watching televi- 
sion. They don’t want to 
^ around a track 24 


times a day, inflicting pain 
on themselves,’* says 
Maurice R. Nicholas, sec- 
retary-treasurer of the 
Asian Amateur Athletic 
Association, who hails 
from prosperous 

Singapore. 

Despite this, Asians 
have marshaled world- 
class athletes in a large — 
but not always glamorous 
— number of sports. 
These include archery, 
badminton, baseball, div- 
ing. gymnastics, shooting, 
squash, softball and table 
tennis. And they excel in 
Asian-bred disciplines 
like judo, karate and taek- 
wondo. 

In several sports, Asian 
women have already best- 
ed Western rivals while 
leaving their men still lag- 
ging behind. At the Asian 
Games, seven Chinese 
women shattered world 
weightlifting records in as 
many days. 

Although some of its 
athletes have been caught 
using 

performance-enhancing 
drugs and suspicions have 
been raised about others, 
China's women also hold 
seven world marks in 
swimming and four in 
middle and longer dis- 
tance track events. 

The impression by some 
that Asians haven’t quite 
made it into the big time 
stems from their lackluster 
results in sports that attract 
the most international 
attention and money. 

Asians have yet to pro- 
duce a heavyweight box- 
ing champion or a Carl 
Lewis in men s track, and 
they've never won a 
Wimbledon tennis singles 
title. Asia’s great hopes in 
the World’s No. 1 sport 
South Korea and Japan, 
were winless at last year s 
soccer World Cup. 

There are still chasms 
between East and the ^ rest 
in some track and field as 
well as swimming events. 
The men’s 1,500-metre 
track world record stands 
at 3 minutes, 26 seconds, 
against Asia’s fastest ot 
3:40.00. 

An American quartet 
bolds the world mark in 
the 400-tnetre swimnung 
freestyle relay m 3:i5.ti, 
whereas the Asian best, se 


by Japanese swimmers, 
stands at 3:23.80. 

“We're still behind the 
West, to be honest, except 
in the marathon. As Asians 
progress in track, the 
Europeans also get bet- 
ter,” says Nicholas, the 
Asian athletics official. 
“We’re used to blueblood, 
amateur sports and that 
won’t do any more when 
other countries go for a 
scientific approach and 
government support." 

Alan Thompson, presi- 
dent of the World 
Swimnung Coaches 
Association, said Asian 
swimmers were seeking 
more Western-style sports 
education and training 
under foreign coaches. 

“That’s paying divi- 
dends. Through sheer 
force of numbers Asia 
could be a world swim- 
ming power in the next 
century," said Thompson, 
adding that the 2000 
Olympics in Australia and 
the 2002 World Cup soc- 
cer in Japan and South 
Korea would boost Asian 
sports in genera!. 

“We have improved 
tremendously. Asians have 
closed the gap in almost 
every sport," said 
Bangkok Post sports 
writer Edward 

Tbangarajah. “They are no 
longer content with win- 
ning gold medals. They’re 
breaking world records.” 

Thangarajah, who has 
covered Asian Games 
since they started 47 years 
ago, predicted Japanese 
sprinter Ito would join the 
26 runners, all of African 
descent, who have dipped 
below 10 seconds in the 
100 metres. 

And that Japan’s wispy 
Naoko Takahashi would 
break the world women’s 
marathon record of 2 
hours. 20 minutes, 47 sec- 
onds. She came within a 
minute of doing so at the 
Asian Games, running 
against little opposition. 

Those feats would wipe 
out forever any sports 
inferiority complex that 
may still be lingering in 
Asia. 


gold 


BANGKOK l AFP) — 
Mutsuku Nagata stole the 
show as Japan crushed a 
Chinese team missing its 
U.S.-based exiles to win 
the Asian Games women’s 
basketball title here Friday. 

Japan beat the favourites 
93-69 to take the gold for 
the first time since the 1974 
Teheran Games. 

South Korea, the defend- 
ing champions who were 
eliminated by China in 
Wednesday’s semi-finals, 
beat Taiwan 92-76 in the 
bronze medal playoff. 

Nagata topscored with 23 
points and Japan broke 
open a close contest when 
the forward made a crucial 
steal midway through the 
final period which Chisako 
Hamada convened into 
two fast break points. 

On the next play, a dan- 
gerous foul by Ma 

Zo rigging led to three 
Akemi Okazato free 

throws plus possession. A 
Taeko Oyama two pointer 
made it 65-55 for Japan 
and they never looked 
back. 

“We had the stronger leg* 
so we simply ran them 
down," Japanese head 

coach Fumikazu 

Nakagawa said. China 
were also slowed by foul 
trouble. 

They were also missing 
center Zheng Haixia, who 
signed for the Los Angele* 
Sparks in the Women - * 
National Basketball 

Association (WNBA) lu*i 
year. 

On top of her 23 point*. 
Nagata had seven 
rebounds, two assists and a 
steal while forward 
Chisako Shimada. who 
alternated for ball distribu- 
tion duties for the 
Japanese, had 20 point* 
including 11 from the line. 

Taeko Oyama, deputising 
for starting point guard 
Kahori Kawakami whom 
they lost through injury in a 
preliminary round win o\ ci 
China last weekend, played 
for most of the game and 
knocked in 18 point*, 
snagged seven rebound* 
and made two assists. 

Japan went through the 
tournament as the only 
undefeated team. 

The Chinese, who settled 
for the same medal as in 
Hiroshima four years ago 
were led by their poim 
guard Jiang Xu with 1" 
points. Miao Lijie had 16. 

The Chinese cause w:i* 
not helped by injur) !»• 
their star player Miao Bo 
said by the official Chine*** 
press to be attracting inter 
est from WNBA scouts. 

She rode the bench with a 
morose look on her face as 
her team disintegrated. 

“Now we look forward to 
the Sydney Olympics and 
we hope io do well," 
Nakagawa said. 


Ito makes history with 
golden sprint hat-trick 

Darsha steals show from absent Jayasinghe 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Jublilant Koji Ito of 
Japan completed a gold- 
en sprint hat-trick at the 
Asian Games on Friday 
— but China’s Li 
Xuemei suffered only 
despair and defeat as she 
sought to match him. 

Ito’s win in the 200 
metre final gave Japan 
1 1 track-and-field golds, 
but China overtook them 
even though Sri Lanka's 
Damayantni Darsha’s 
beat Li to the women's 
200 metre gold in one of 
the major upsets of the 
Games. 

China went top of the 
athletics rankings with 
victories in a dramatic 50 
kilometre walk and the 
women's triple jump tak- 
ing them to 12 titles. 
Darsha took Sri Lanka 
with three golds. 

The 28 -year-old Ito, 
who won the 1 00m and 
also won gold with 
Japan’s 4x1 00m sprint 
relay, was never in trou- 
ble as he came home in a 
Games record 20.25 sec- 
onds. 

Ito forged a comfort- 
able lead by the halfway 
mark and held it round 
the bend and down the 
final stretch. Han 
Chaoming of China took 
the stiver (20.70) and 
Sugath Tillekeratne of 
Sri Lanka, the men’s 
400m champion, the 
bronze (20.93). 

Ito, who ran an Asian 
100m record of lO.OOsec 
on Monday, said: “I said 
before the race it meant 
everything and it does! 
This is the event I most 
wanted to win — the 
time was faster than 1 
expected because of a 
strong headwind. 

“Somebody may one 
day break my records but 
nobody can break my 
medals.” 

The previous men’s 
200m Games record of 
20.41 was run by Talal 
Mansoor four years ago 
in Hiroshima. Ito match 
Thailand’s Anat 

Ratnapol who scored the 
same golden treble of 
sprint titles in Teheran in 
1974. 

In the women’s 200 



Damayanthi Darsha of Sri Lanka waves her national flag after winning the gold 
medal with a new Asian Games record in the women’s 200m competition of the 13th 
Asian Games at the Main Stadium of the Thammasa! University Sports Complex. 
Darsha clocked 22.48sec to take home the gold (AFP photo) 


metres final. Li led her 
from the blocks but 
Darsha. also the 400m 
winner, reeled her back 
over the final 40 metres. 

She won in 22.48 sec- 
onds, her second Asiad 
record in two days. She 
had set a Games record 
of 23.14sec on Thursday 
in the heats. 

Darsha said: "I didn't 
really prepare for the 200 
here — the 400m was the 
event that mattered to me 
— but I’ll be taking it 
seriously from now on. 

“I certainly did not 
expect to run so fast. I 
was running this event 
for fun. 

“I’m the first Sri 
Lankan woman to win 
two golds in one Asian 
Games — I'm so happy.” 

She said the win w ould 
help Sri Lanka to forget 
the disappointment of 
Susantika Jayasinghe's 
controversial exit." Sri 
Lanka’s world silver 
medalist, was the co- 
favourite with Li for the 
1 00m and 200m before 
pulling out citing a Icl 
injury. 

For Li, who spent a 
night in hospital in 
Bangkok this week 
because of illness, it was 
one race too many. 

She timed 22.53 and 


Yan Jiankui of China 
came third (23.15). 

Li. ivho has a personal 
best of 22.01 seconds, 
said: “There was just no 
power in my legs - I felt 
nothing. 

"Of course my illness 
counted against me 
today but no excuses — 
I lost to a better runner. 
Now if * back to training 
for the World 
Championships next year 
and rhe Olympics." 

The closest finish of 
the day came when 
Supriati Sutono sneaked 
Indonesia's first Asian 
Games track-and-field 
gold for 36 years — then 
got a tongue-lashing 
From the man who won 
the last one. 

The 26-year-old 

Sutono. half-amazed at 
herself after catching one 
of the pre-race favourites 
Sunita Rani of India in 
the final straight, 
slopped running just 
before the line. 

A photo-finish revealed 
she had won in 15 min- 
utes 54.45 seconds — 
just two hundreds of a 
second in front of Rani. 

Mohammad Sarengat, 
who won the Asiad 1 00m 
and 1 10m hurdles in 
1‘WiJ and h« * i* pan 


Indonesia Asiad medical 
team, said: “It was fan- 
tastic and terrible but I'm 
angry because she 
slowed down towards the 
finish. 

"She almost lost. But. 
to be fair, we didn't 
expect her to beat the 
Indian." 

Sutono responded: "1 
was trying to dive for the 
line but I Hopped 
instead.” 

In other events. China's 
walker Wang Yinhang 
began the day in perfect 
style by beating defend- 
ing champion Sergey 
Korepanov in sensation- 
al fashion to win by just 
a second after 50 kilome- 
tres. 

He timed three hours 
59 minutes and 26 sec- 
onds. then collapsed 
after his mamoth effort 
and final 300m-sprint. 

Compatrior Ren 

Ruipeng ended the day 
with China’s other win, 
winning the women's 
triple jump with a leap of 
14.27 metres. 

The decathlon saw 
Uzbekistan win both 
gold and silver through 
Oleg Veretelnikov. with 
a Games record of 8.27S 
points. :*nJ Ramil 
Ganiev 
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and the Audiovisual Regional Mission 
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RAMADAN’S NIGHTS 


Tv from 19 till 23 Dec. at 

f. Cinema Philadelphia 

; Day : Date ; Time . Film’s name r 
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Tickets price: 1 JD each film 


Tickets available at 
Cinema Philadelphia / Jabal Amman 

Tel. 4634149 
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FOR SALE 


•MERCEDES 200 - 1984 

Four door, CD player, sunroof, automatic 
115,000 miles, good condition. 

JD 1,900 (duty not paid) 

•JACUZZI - HOT TUB 

For five persons with wood exterior, 
water and afr jets, filter, thermostat and cover. 

JD2 f 900 


PLEASE CALL: 5539961 
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Ivanov tells Albright ‘relations 
may seriously suffer’ over Iraq 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov warned U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on 
Friday that U.S.-Russian 
relations may “seriously 
suffer” should raids 
against Iraq continue. 

“If this action does not 
stop, then Russian-U.S. 
relations could seriously 
suffer. This is not our 
choice." a Russian foreign 
ministry statement cited 
Ivanov as telling Albright 
in a telephone conversa- 
tion. 

Ivanov urged Albright to 
find a diplomatic solution 
to the Iraq crisis, the min- 
istry statement said. 

“Should that happen, 
Russia will be ready, as 
before, to cooperate con- 
structively with other 
members of the U.N. 
Security Council,” Ivanov 
was cited as saying. 

Russia continued to vent 
outrage that the decision 
to attack Iraq was made 
without reference to the 
U.N. Security Council, 
where the Kremlin has the 
power of veto. 

Moscow late Thursday 
recalled its long-serving 
Washington ambassador. 
Yuli Vorontsov, for “con- 
sultations” in protest of 
U.S.-led strikes against 
Moscow’s closest Middle 
East partner. 


Moscow had never 
before ordered its 
Washington ambassador 
to pull out in this way. 

This was followed early 
Friday by the recall of its 
ambassador to Britain, 
Yury Fokin. 

Moscow has further 
threatened to tear up all 
cooperation agreements 
with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) unless an instant 
end is put to the air strikes, 
and further delay ratifica- 
tion of the START missile 
disarmament treaty. 

Albright, speaking in 
Washington, said she was 
disappointed with Russia's 
show of fury over the Iraq 
attacks, adding she was 
convinced that 

Washington's relations 
with the Kremlin will soon 
resolve themselves. 

“It's unfortunate that 
they have done that.” she 
said on CNN. “We are not 
recalling our ambassador. 

“We obviously disagree 
about the use of force in 
Iraq but we have an 
important relationship 
with the Russians and will 
... cooperate where we can 
and manage our differ- 
ences." 

Russia has placed its 
military on heightened 
alert following the launch 
late Wednesday of the 
U.S.-British Desert Fox 


Duma votes to 
revoke sanctions 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The Russian parliament Friday 
overwhelmingly adopted a resolution calling for a unilat- 
eral lifting of all sanctions against Iraq. 

The State Duma lower house voted 237-1 with no 
abstentions for a resolution calling on President Boris 
Yeltsin to re-establish all economic ties with the Middle 
East nation “following an escalation of hostilities by the 
United States and Great Britain against Iraq.” 

The resolution carries no legal weight and serves only 
an advisory purpose. 


Operation and has further 
threatened to tear up all 
cooperation agreements 
with NATO unless an 
instant end is put to the air 
strikes. 

But Russia is reliant on 
Western loans and food 
shipments to pull the 
country out of its financial 
hole this winter, and the 
Kremlin took some small 
steps to bridge the foreign 
policy chasm developing 
with its allies over Iraq. 

President Boris Yeltsin’s 
spokesman Dmitry 

Yakushkin said the presi- 
dent condemned the 
strikes as “unacceptable” 
and called for them to stop 
immediately. 

But he added Moscow 
did ' not want to “head 
toward a confrontation” 
with Washington and 
London, and said the 


heightened Russian mili- 
tary alert was not directly 
linked to the air raids but a 
general precaution reflect- 
ing tensions across the 
world. 

And a top U.S. Pentagon 
official on Friday played 
down reports of the 
Russian forces' alert 

“I don’t make very much 
of that at this time," U.S. 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Hugh 
Shelton told a news con- 
ference, noting contradic- 
tory news reports about 
the Russian forces. 

About 100 protesters on 
Friday threw rotten eggs at 
the U.S. consulate in 
Russia’s second city, St. 
Petersburg, in protest at 
the U.S.-British air strikes, 
the Interfax agency report- 
ed. 


Missiles against Iraq now exceed those in Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (AFP.) — 
U.S. forces have launched 
more missiles against Iraq 
in the last two days than 
they did during the entire 
Gulf war, U.S. Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Hugh Shelton said Friday. 

“The total number of air- 
and-. sea-launched cruise 
misiles now exceed the 
total number expended 
during Operation Desert 
Storm.” Shelton told a 


Pentagon briefing, though 
he declined to give num- 
bers. 

Earlier Friday a U.S. 
defence official said 
between 400 and 500 
cruise missiles had been 
fired in Operation Desert 
Fox by US warships and 
B-52 bombers. 

That far exceeds the 288 
sea-launched Tomahawk 
cruise missiles and 35 air- 
launched missiles fired 


during the war against Iraq 
in January 1991. 

The missiles, which fly a 
pre-programmed route to 
its target, have been 
upgraded since the Gulf 
war making them more 
accurate at longer dis- 
tances. 

The air force version of 
the cruise missile has a 
900 kilogramme warhead, 
twice that of the sea- 
launched variety, but a 


shorter range at 600 nauti- 
cal miles. 

Both the navy and air 
force cruise missiles are 
now vectored into their 
targets by navigational 
satellites, which has 
enhanced their precision. 

The Tomahawk cruise 
missile is capable of hit* 
ting within three metres 
of its target 80 per cent of 
the time, the U.S. Navy 
says. 
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ARAFAT CONCLUDES VISIT: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Friday sees off Palestinian President Yasser Arafat who on Friday con- 
cluded a two-day official visit to the Kingdom. During the visit, Arafat held talks 
with Prince Hassan and senior Jordanian officials. President Arafat reviewed with 
the Regent the latest developments in the Middle East region, particularly the sitr 
uation in Iraq (Petra photo) 


U.N. pulls out aid workers from 
Baghdad, skeleton staff stays 


New look ... New Christmas ... Old friends 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
United Nations evacuated 
some 100 humanitarian wak- 
ens from the Iraqi capital on 
Friday to ensure their safety, 
leaving behind only a skeleton 
crew of 28 international staff a 
UN. source said. 

He said the departing staff 
headed off for Amman in a 
convoy of four buses and 
seven cars, after a night in 
which an explosion less than 
1,000 metres away locked the 
UN. headquarter, without 
causing damage. 

“We have 28 international 
staff stQI camped at foe head- 
quarters here, as well as local 
Iraqi staff. The situation is calm 
and stable” inside foe building, 
foe foreign humanitarian 
worker told AFP, asking not to 
be named. 

The explosion ' rattled foe 
windows of foe UN. bead- 
quarters at the former Canal 
Hotel on a night in which at 
least 10 missiles crashed down 
on Baghdad. 

The United Nations said 
Wednesday that a total of 142 
international staffers of foe 
humanitarian programme in 
Baghdad were kit after foe 
evacuation of all UN. aims 
inspectors. 

“We have not been exposed 
to any danger,” said the UN. 
source, “but, in fact, we have 


Israel 


warns 
Iraq not 
to attack 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
will take all necessary mea- 
sures against Iraq should it 
“dare” to attack foe Jewish 
state, the defence minister 
said Friday. 

The minister, Yitzhak 
Mordecbai. was mere direct 
in his warning than Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu who on Thursday, 
the first day of U.S. airstrikes 
against Iraq, would only say 
that Israel reserved the right 
to defend itself. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has not threatened to 
attack Israel in retaliation for 
the U.S. bombings, and 
Mordecbai told Israel Radio 
there has been no change in 
the military's assessment that 
chances of an Iraqi missile 
attack on Israel were slim. 

However, Israel army radio 
quoted a military source as 
saying that Iraq has Sukhoi 
SU-27 warplanes with 
enough range to reach Israel 
and that Israel has mobilised 
all reserves in its anti-aircraft 
force. 

Israel’s military intelli- 
gence analysts believe 
Saddam might fire missfles at 
Israel only if he were desper- 
ate or feeing death. 

Mordecbai said Israel 
would like to see * foe 
American-British operation 
achieve its goals, but that 
Israel has “no interest, direct- 
ly or indirectly” m taking 
part in the fighting. 


stopped operations since 
Wednesday.” 

He said die staff sheltered at 
foe Canal, which has served as 

headquarters for h um a n itarian 

workers as well as weapons 
inspectors, were sleeping on 
mattresses on foe ground floor: 

“We have no basement so 
foe ground floor is the best we 
have. It’s still better than what 
foe average Iraqi has in 
Baghdad,” foe source said, 
speaking over a television set 
blaring CNN. 

He said foe UN. humanitari- 
an programme was keeping “a 
skeleton staff in Baghdad and 
will be ready to recommence 
operations as soon as foe 
‘friendly fire’ stops.” 

The evacuees have been 
“temporarily relocated in 
Amman,” he said, while an 
Iraqi colleague said “one 
employee of each of the UN. 
departments” was kept on in 
Baghdad. 

Outside, the normal handful 
of Iraqi soldiers were posted in 
front of the hotel The barrier to 
the car park was down and 
foere was no unusual activity, a 
witness said. 

Already on Wednesday, 66 
UN. humanitarian workers 
left Baghdad on “scheduled 
holidays.” 

The humanitarian staff are in 
charge of supervising the “oil- 


for-food” programme under 
winch sanctioos-hit Iraq is 
allowed to export a set amount 
of crude to finance imports of 
badly-needed food and medi- 
cine. • 

The programme’s 

spokesman in Baghdad, 
George Somorwill, was among 
foe evacuees, said foe UN. 
source. • 

The huma ni ta ria n, aid to 
Iraq's population of 22 million 
has slowed following U.S. 
missile strikes on Baghdad 
started on Wednesday night, 
Somerwill said Thursday. 

“It’s running at a minimum 
level,” he said. “We hope that it 
[the staff reduction] will not 
affect Iraqi citizens.” 

Another 232 humanitarian 
wbridefc in Kurdish-held north- 
ern Iraq. which lies outside 
Baghdad’s authority, remain in 
place, according to UN. offi- 
cials, who said there were no 
plans for their evacuation. 

But Lloyd’s of London on 
Wednesday withdrew experts 
from most border pointsin Iraq 
where they were certifying the 
arrival of humanitarian gcxxls. 

Another UN. official said 
however that there was no risk 
of food shortages in Iraq 
because of foe Lloyd's ded- 
sioo, as there were “significant 
supplies of stocks.” 


Hoss government 
wins parliamentary 
vote of confidence 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Salim Hoss' 
government won a parliamen- 
tary vote of confidence 
Thursday night after two days 
of debate on its policy state- 
ment 

Eight-five of the 128 parlia- 
mentarians supported Hoss, 
whose policy is based on a 
prog ram to cure foe ailing 
economy. 

Among the 31 MPs who 
abstained were supporters of 
Hoss*’ predecessor, Rafik- 
Hariri and former Minister 
for the Displaced Walid 
Jumblatt and MPs from foe 
Iranian- and Syrian-backed 
HizboUah. 


Twelve other MPs were not 
in the chamber for foe vote. 

Hoss told bis critics, many 
of them ministers from the 
Hariri cabinet, that “the for- 
mer government left us an 
exorbitant debt, a recurrent 
b udge t deficit and an adminis- 
tration gnawed by corrup- 
tion.” 

The new prime minister, an 
economist by training, 
defended his plan to privatise 
some -public services as “the 
only way to break the vicious 
circle of indebtedness and 
deficits.” 

The country’s budget deficit 
rose to 22 per cent of gross 
domestic product last year 


Netanyahu accepts 
Neeman’s resignation 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime- Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Friday accept- 
ed the resignation of Finance 
Minister Yaacov Neeman and 
will assume the portfolio him- 
self, his office said. 

Neeman announced his 
decision to quit earlier this 
week, saying sharp divisions 
in Netanyahu’s right-wing 
coalition over his peace deal 
wife die Palestinians were 
blocking passage of the 1999 
budget by a Dec. 31 deadline. 

Tt is impossible to be a 
responsible finance minister 
when the budget or other sig- 
nificant bills come before par- 
liament and coalition legisla- 


tors vote against the govern- 
ment,” Neeman told a parting 
news conference on Friday. 

He appealed to parliament 
to pass the budget and a relat- 
ed arrangements bill to avoid 
“real damage to the Israeli 
economy.” 

Neeman, an independent 
technocrat and a Netanyahu 
ally, rejected criticism he was 
abandoning his post less than 
two weeks before foe budget 
deadline. 

‘Tm not fleeing. I wanted to 
set a personal example,” be 
said. “There is'no reason to 
endorse such behaviour by 
members of die coalition by 
staying here.” 


Candy makes 
fife longer 

LONDON (UPI) — A recent 
survey found that chocolate 
can make a potential sex part- 
ner more receptive, and now 
scientists are reporting that 

people who eat candy rnay live 

longer than those who don't. 
According so a study pub- 
lished by researchers from 
Harvard University published 
(Thursday) in the British 
Medical Journal, antioxidants 
in chocolate and other candies 
may well be good for the heart 

Song bird probed 
for learning 
during sleep 

WASHINGTON (UPfi — 
Research on song birds is pro- 
viding clues on how the sleep- 
ing twain might work to help 
people learn, remember and 
fine tune physical perfor- 
mance. Researchers ar the 
University of Chicago have 
shown time while young zebra 
finch sleep at night, they may 
be consolidating the songs 
they've learned from their par- 
ents during the day. The scien- 
tists report their findings in 
Friday’s issue of the journal 
Science. 

Day seeks ‘King’ 
transfer for gorilla 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Actress Doris Day is urging 
that a gorilla named King be 
transferred from “solitary con- 
finement” to a new zoo as a 
Christmas present that is corn- 
ing almost two decades late. 
King, 29, is a Western lowland 
gorilla who has spent the last 
18 years in what she termed a 
desolate concrete and bars 
cage at Miami's “Monkey 
Jungle.” “It is unthinkable that 
King should have to suffer 
solitary confinement at 
Monkey Jungle, any longer;'’ 
Day, foe founder and president 
of foe 250,000- member Doris 
Day Animal League, wrote to 
Shanxi Duraond, president of 
Monkey Jungle. 

Baby-swapping 
shocks village 

BUDAPEST CAFF) — A 
Hungarian gypsy family is 
suing a local hospital alleging 
that their healthy baby boy was 
swapped fix' a girl bom with 
spina bifida, a report said 
Thursday. The Orsos family 
went to court after their 28- 
year-old mentally-retarded 
daughter gave birth to a 
healthy boy, but the hospital 
gave them a girl bam with 
incurable spine disorder, said 
foe Nepszava newspaper. 

Nude sculptures as 
backdrop in China 

BEIJING t AFP) — A pair of 
nude sculptures of a man and 
woman has overcome tradi- 
tional Chinese coyness about 
sex in foe northern automobile 
capital of Changchun and 
become a backdrop far pic- 
ture-taking. The official 
Xinhua news agency reported 
Friday city fathers voiced con- 
cern over whether local resi- 
dents would accept the six- 
metre tall statues when they 
were first installed and sug- 
gested the man’s penis be cov- 
ered up. “However; to their 
surprise they discovered that 
most of the city’s two million 
urban dwellers did not mind at 
all and now the statues have 
become an attraction for thou- 
sands of Changchun residents 
and tourists to the city” foe 
report said. 

Tyson wants to 
counsel teenagers 

PHOENIX (AP) — Mike 
Tyson wants to go bai to jail 
— to counsel teen-agers. The 
former heavyweight champion 
has asked permission to visit 
convicted teens in tig 
Arizona’s Maricopa County 
Jail system. Tyson, who plans 
to fight Francois Botha on Tan 
16 hi Las \fegas in his first bout 
since his boxing licence was 
restored in October, wants to 
tell the young offenders “to 
make correct life choices so as 
to avoid many of the pftfalk 
that Tyson has faced in his 
life,” his attorney, Darrow Soil, 
said in a letter to Sheriff Joe 
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